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A Pony in the Luggage 


How do you snuggle b pm y irno a IlMd Mid iill [0 
n n.- :■ ■.. IlIiOnE anyone finding onL i Well, Nicholas 
si 'il Aeim;i tiiuci J.110 d i’, Even il ■ heir kind 
iciKiuprci in.o Aim 1 Tina had the m::--i bewildering 
wurk of ]i -■! life wIlIIc II wm happening. 

It all begun Lrji Aiml "1'in.i insnlrif nn liking 
her nephew and nkree Ml ;i If ip 1(5 Gu|jiiI:i^iii. 

Shi 1 managed .Splendidly, lvlii when Nicboiai 
helped nn rid Emblem an oft ill-- ti.iii with |wo 
snilcjKfs belonging to JOHl-tflne the. and llic 
f.ltildri'ii dee doped [hdr u teen trie passion fra- 
visit i i: die coo. ! ]-'«t hrrw could ibf gijcg; Mint 
ihey intended In win a pony m i lottery?) Emi 
at chr htvtdj wlltlt people ilk the tuum below br qan. 
comp turning uS slasitp.i.-r and jumping noblCS-Otl 
the ceiling, she uiEI didra'i guess, poor lu ily, ■ hut 
'here sre-allj- FtfS I', puny hi Lite cliitdniii'' kedrnr-Tn.. 
or lli.it iJiery were p tanning to keep il hidden from 
her until rhop got it re Tely home S i dy dissatci 
ouat ovetraie evoryone. Hut does it? 

I hir JriSnTiocis. grpry by a priw winning Swedish 
author keepfiyOii laughing mid w'dndcTtnj to li’.e 
vrtry rod. 

I'm boyf. and girls of eight and owe. . wl eiL« ilicy 
I pvt pots! i:s or not. 

Hover <3u5!jp’i by Richard Kennedy 
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The Beginning of the 
Good Luck 


It s amateur the luck some pioplt* have, For instance, 
they have an aunt who c ;=i s. ih-rr: For a trip aluiiac: in 
Liu.: Faster holidays, .ill ihr way to UopiiJiEianen, and 
El' U r hi- 1 1 1 ^t.1: : d hi Lhv middle of the 3 f|uOn' ir| the eapt- 
ia| of Domj jiiife, jfkE buy packets of santhvichw with 
double fillin ;; ■ <?■ ru i ipr. and bright yhlkrw sn usage and 

all sorts of delicious they haw in Gop- 

enhagen Some people are taken to Tivoli in Oop. 
cnhagcn and have rides on the switchback- But still 
you haven’t hen rd the most in | nrt:tn r thing tE-as hap* 
peneil. Really, it's wibelLtirj.bSr what luck 30 eil+: people 
have! 

I iu'jj ihinkt ng ol Nicholas and Arina- They were die 
ones vh liij h;nl Aunt 'i'jr.a. 

Aani Tina was an exceptionally nice little aunt. She 
vi sJiiti thaL your thumb and finger could meet 
round her wrist, and she always worst blue dresses: 
forget-me-not bJin; or dove blue 02 exenim>book blue, 
except on special occasions when she won* r peacork- 
Line drti.vj with ;> gold pendant hju£k 3 her neck. 

She- lived alone in n prim little tpivn somewbeze far 
nivity h with a very old euiiaiy, ar-d Nicholas and Anna 
had only met her five times when she l-jimli for n vuit 
and said th.u she would like to take them with her, 

To mart with, NidioWa and Anna's parent* wens 
absolutely against II ic idea. How could Aunt Tina pos- 
sibly look afteE Lwo of tJiHrn. at she was not used Lo 
children? How would she lie able to cope with all the 
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difficulties and adventures that might crofa up? And 
how could the children In: sensible ior a whole week 
and not cry with homesickne-ss? 

NicJiolas And Arana promised with cme 1 m each that 
ihey would amt feel the slightest little bit homesick, 
and Auni Tina declared tlmt the nip would give her 
iiilICEl UjOJC: pleasure if she could CKperiCJSiit: everything 
fiKihEy [linmaglb tin: CyUS oF children, Then i:au» 
mother bit of luck: Mother discovered ttiat the decor- 
aEora were coming to do (hr chiWrtfl|3 rooms the fol- 
lowing week and of counw it would bn! better if they 
wl:h: Away. 

So NkhtdSs Md Anna 1 1 joked and deported 

As soon m Auui Tina had roe them safely Lo the 
King ! ,< rcderick I Hotel oat il nor arrival she sat down Lo 
write a reassuring Setter to Mummy anti Haddy in 
5 Lock ho lot. T'JjIs, is what site wrote : 

My Di’iutp, 

Tin, train journey wrnt very well and tor haw arrived, 
safely : ; Goptiiliagcn. AalaLD hj$I ln„ L r hsjitfke n- liieF as sbE 
waved eotxL-ljyr and Wirhulas helped an old gendetnart oK 
the iTiiin nr EtaUAerg ^nd handed down two ttlttCalCS taC- 
Longinj to SiMnebodf else. Otherwise nothing has happened 
;uid we are dr u,dl. I klillied diree les-oosaefj no the way 
down. Tcinuarrcrw I will lake the eEddtt-it 10 ihe Zoo for n 
While- 

Kind regards, te you holh Jrom t'ijia, 
s-,*. Don't warty. We dull not go til for sny adventure* 

That was wliat Aun t Tirta thought. 




Nicholas Slid Anm 
Try tki:ir Luck at l hr s^itQ 


The day ihcv wrc ;i 1 mg 10 the Zoo started very '■■. "It, 
I’li.' \-.Lri was shining a In iiL-ty wElilii Anna polled up (he 
bi nd 1I1.1L morning, Stic Pud Nicholas: had a rwjm uCKt 
door to Auntie's lei dll' llOH'l I he fust tl’ijn^ (hat hap- 
pened was 1 1 i :le ['in - telephone rang on die bedside table 
next to Ni-ehoSii'- 

Dmj’t answer,' E -ci id Anita. It must l>e lIj^ v:ong 
number. We. doaA know anyone in die whole of t"k:L- 
ircarL so nobody could ring us 

' 1 could pretend to be someone cite n nd have a hi t of 
fun with, tliem." Nicholas s attested. 

-No, don't do thud , 1 pi id Anna. ‘Wbai it they gel 
cnixi And eoEiiplain to Auntie? We promised lo be 
good, didn't wft? Resides. it could In- a kldnr pper trying 
to iitid out if there ai e any children On their own in thu 
Lon-L rooms , 1 

‘Do you think so?' said Nicholas and lifted : he re- 
ceiver AL ljOCC, 

He vra:-: very kecc, to know what a kidn&ppw 
sounded Likn-- But lit was only Auntie* She wanted m 
toll them that she. had slept well and was going to 
ordei breakfast in liar room* They could do the same. 
J 5 he was looking forward to visiting the 7 .m anil seeing 
vdlil. iiriiuiAh and perhaps having a snack anti some tea 
at nn outdoor cafe aft erwardi. 

’Hus Nicholas translated as 'fruit juice' to Anna, 
They had ;i raot to sec who would be ready hist. Nich- 
olas went out into ihe hotel corridor to kioS. for Ills 




;horv Hr Juid pill tin'll! OUl for polishing the flight 
before - not by bis own doot but outride tin: one 
furilicKi away -down the (jtiniil«r, just toiec wh.At would 
happen. Hut tim man who did <he rime* was not fooiwi. 
He had pu? Nitlwlas 1 * shoes back by the right door, eo 
N icfiolai only had to pvt them on. .Soon the chtldran 
were both ready and wailed for -A ujjtdo outside the 
hotel. 

There Lhcy stood looking nice- They were wearing 
their new travelling clothes- Anna wore her turquoise 
tain co at with a matching bat and her new shoes with 
a tubby heels. Ni.chobii was wearing hts ml Waiter with 
brass buttons. You could liaidlv notice tlae bulge <>f die 
luotel soap in hi* iiocket which he had put in to give to 
lh i: poSac hears- They ijlluc need a lot of soap, he 
rhu-.uriit, Lo keep thcm^lviis so white. Ann;- tooted at 
hi i, newly cut hair and hi* serious expression and 
thought what a iske boy lie was. considering he wus n 
hroLher. Nicholas was the kind of boy who was always 
so busy enjoying Life (hat he didr/t even have LimLi to 
smite. Of nil ihr boys she knew, Nicholas was the one 
Anna would have chosen as a hroiher, excepting 
Tur/au, son of the apes, of course. 

NkliOlas was thinkprig that if there were no puSai 
bears to give the soap to he could always pick up an aid 
iee-crcam paimr and wrap it up iO give to Anna, She 
wiiufcd be sure lo think it wai strawberry ice-cream - it 
was ssudi a nice pink soap. And she probably would i ft 
tell Auntie either. 

In a way, Nicholas rather lii-riit Anna, if only .'bo 
hadn't Insisted cm bring two years older all lElc time he 
would have liked her whole-heartedly. It didn’t even 
iruitter ihuL she was* hit plump in places, in fact dint 
was rasher a good thing, ;n you didn’t hurt yourself «> 


i ouch wh cu you had to stai t a fight and give her a 
thump He could almost Kay dun as a shier she was 

Ok. 

Tile morning sun felt pleasantly wand on their 
clothes. They hail lo writ rail kit a lung time, as Auntie 
i houglit that tl Lty wi re. going i n meet in her room and 
sat waiting fur them there, hut eventually duty found 
cad i other and set urn for dm Zoo, They wens by 
taxi. 

The Zoo i /, hit like Skanksen in Stockholm, 1 
Auntie fold them, 'ft is ati animal park where you sm 
h:u wild creatures From different pAris of the world. I 
am sure you will Frrtl is in teresting/ 

Wile paid. H n- them to go in and let them go lihi 
through lb- turnstile \s soon ar- they got is: they viw 
iiow right she had been. In bail t>f tru-rn they saw 
intercEting sandy paths wrmhr.u bntweeu various cages 
and in cadi cage was a different animal. First they 
came to an ennlpsurc where beautiful frail antelopes 
and proud fwacock' with trailing tails were walking 
about looking important. 

“They must have got them all :: i :trri up here,' said 
NicfioiaEL 

Then he caught right of a ruri-.key mountain where 
a mail hurl jw<i dropped hi' lint down into live em-los- 
urir. As least twenty monkeys jumped down, hying to 
be ftrsl to grab the hat. They fought over it and tried it 
on and climbed up on Liu reeks with it and dropped it 
among tie- banana skins on the ground. Nicholas 
Laughed in id Hugh rd, anil when i l ie keeper came and 
scsik the lint iLv.uiy he fell ?o 'OTTy for the monkeys that 
he wanted to throw bis cap down to them. But Auntie, 
said 'No 1 . 

’Oh took, there is an ostrich!" she called out As 
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. jta irritated l if ft walked baikwaidi \ an d /. » a , 1 fifth 

L r Itind the Dut.v . . . 




tluougli that were the strangest tiling had ever aeon. 
15ut it yurt a bird that wji joueh too Lift, jo^Infl 
atlDUild on its own !Lki a trapped ltWig.r[i:5te.i:icft nmrlp;. 
And ll|M k;is JlliE. wTiuL il was, Auntii: <:i.il. 

Anting behsced herself very well. ,%e didn't try to 
hold their hand: or teEE (hem off in front of other 






just read die notices on all th* LULirr.-: out 
juuu uj nci^rjf, but that didn't matter '.'try much, A h 
a house fur small animals, 
'ivai I'll and Sinn of sickly. There 
guinea-pi and musk-rats and roon- 


tteTpiiiex etiwardsiif A unrip road out. "Iliis is an 
annual that fci'i.s poisonous sriaW 

'r_>Ji^ :r'j a Rikki-tikki-tavi !’ shouted Anna. 'You 
krujw, like in the Jungle Book, Nicholas,' 

Nicholas war disappointed. 'I* that whaL it’s like;?* 
hr Sit’d as l:r looked at th* tpjin Little atunaal with 
spedileLl kir creeping Mound on its own, Sometimes ft 
Jay down and; rubbed ii« belly against the floor of the 
cay*. 




J 7 



‘I think 5ae ought to live- iii the snake-pit SO Vie 
wouldn't get so bored, 3 said Nicholas. 

‘Oh noj that would Ik- awful for the snakes, 1 Anna 
polo led OllL. 

■You’ve always pot to fed -may for somebody, 
haven’t you? 1 Nichejla, muttered gloomily. ‘Why 
shouldn't 1 Lhrow my cap down to the monkeys, 
anyway? 3 

“Oh look-, that i-i where they have the wild cats,’ 
Aunt Tina exclaimed. 

It was a splendid building msd Nicholas felt a (peat 
wave of <wciti Tiinnt go through him as he opened she 
dooa'. In them ihi- smell was even mom power! h 
was as if someone had waved rotting peppercorns 
around in the air. An enormous black panther jumped 
down from <i U-cai-i: and stared at Nicholas and Am: Lift 
itt, if he had I -rn walling all his life fur u cha nc ■■ to bite 
ihem. There was a loud thud as he jumped down, and 
lie was much bigger than Nicholas had inn med. 

In another cage ao irritated iljpu walked back war d- 
and forwards behind 111 e bars r lueathine heavily 
through his mmtth T 

“The poor animal,’ *aii Auntie. ‘Jn-U Imagine having 
mi acute sense of smell for sniping round a dice wild 
jungle, mid landing up bene in this stennh. He is 
breathing through Ids mouth just to avoid the smell, I 
ai n sure I le Ought to he Lc t out !’ 

'Floor u=. then, 3 said Anna. 

'People shouldn't bring such a lot of a- mud- here 
itcbd condemn them to a life in captivity. I really can’t 
stpnd seeing animats in cagm, T Auntie said seriously as 
they left the building. 

Then she naught sight ut a blink poodle iLiirig quite 
dose to her, staring. 
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'Stand stilt, children! Ids ;t baboon chat b;ta es- 
caped,' dirt; bused. ‘Shut him in :il onCC I’ she jitijrftrjd !d 
-Li i ucLiu-sprcting keeper who happened L U be walking 

p±ii, 

Nicholas .md An.ua felt very «n i harrassed that 
Auntie should be mating a fuss over nothing. But the 
kc-tf-trr Just laughed and sail I that ir was easy to make a 
mistake- Ik had often thought tli.it balloons had faces 
like dogs, he sank 

'Look. ov(-r there are Ihc Stephan i s, Auntie,’ Anna 
said in ilutruc-t her attention. 'I.etN go that way.’ 

r ] he elephants stood dime lifling llietr feet n.s 
though they vnm! dancing the (Jhai-lus'ion in sloiv- 
motiou. Nicholas held out his cap to urn- elephant, 
thinking that it would cot Imi able to .reach v, itl i its 
trunk- fctuL the dcplia.nl (.mild reach and politely took 
the cap and swept she floor with it before he threw it 
upon hts back. 

Si i dial settled Nicholas's old cap, sit last. Auntie 
gave him a good telling oEF but could not be bothered 
to lx: as angry as Mother would have Veen. In the 
elephant. housK dm re were also a rhinoceros and some 
small hippo*. 

■Jirtt livife ,nr i h-n t rhinoceros, hit face is like a tor- 
toise's if you take away the bom.' said Nir.hol.-is. ‘Lots 
of an i nulls are just like each nil mi, malty. If I didn't 
look carefully 1 would think that war a giant tortoise, 
wouldn't yffi.ij Auntie? 1 

‘Nature cannot devise an endless number of m-.iv 
shapes,* Auntie replied patiently, pretending that sh.r. 
had forgotten about the cap. 

Finally they come to a pleasant low house with a 
thatched nmr pun hung riglu down to * I ir windows 
like a fringe- 
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■What a nice cape, do they Wp human monkey* 
them?' Nicholas asked, # 

'Stilly, ib it ’ e one of Lhc keepers' IwiaiJi of cuuisej 

Anna replied. 

'Firet prize i:i Llic Great Zoo Lottery/ ,Wtir read 
on a notice. 

TEwti sire wont over lo a seat and sat down to get 
atones out of her shoes- 

)uii at ihnt moment the adventure decided lo pxe- 
sent itself : N icholiLi read on : 

‘You can .vin the whole house for just two h-jowtis. 
You con have it put up on a site of your nwn choice, «n- 
clu-dinp hum iti i re ai d the cost of Lire site, Fo-clu-ding 
{in iilLur?, what kind of furniture is that .' 

'That means that you pet die furniture as well,' 
Anno explained , 'What rdsc dom it say t 

: £ii‘conri Prhc: A tijr«- F&in with sttiJM head and 
treLh attached. Think of that! Third Priam a polar 
bear skin- Fourth FW a lew pony. Fifth to Tenth 
Prizes: Eltyctea! Where- do you gat the tickets?' 

Anna looked round. A small octagonal house with a 
[xd nred jooE stood wide its bank to them on. the otiier 
side of tht gravel path tome distance away. She 
thought »lu! could hear Lire rustle of a drum turning 
wiLh lottery tickets inside- Perhaps you bought the 
tickets on the other side of the house. 

Auntie had not yes put her shnos hack cm. 

'Lets walk round and have a look, 1 said Anna. 

‘Watk!' shouted Nicholas. ’Are you mad? Let's 
fly 1' 

A nn;i ju$e about caught u[i wit h him as lie vanished 
behind ihc little hou!®, 

'What chi you want a heur for? Surety you can't 
live on yoi i r own down here whe n si ic rest of ws h - in 


Stockholm?' .the pointed out as she ccuji;3ii up with 
hint. 'Anyway, you can't kxA after a house, can 
you?' 

'WJiul makes- you Lr; i n k J ‘lij going to win a bouse?' 
lie axle rej crossly, 'Don't you see. Ten going to win a 
E*.>ny!' 

' I'hat was tl re good Ll i i n^ aU»n< Nicholas. You need 
never fear that Ire would do anything realiy silly. He 
pulled a tor of pink map out of his imcket and Found 
a Daiiinh -one crown piece underneath it. Without 
secured thoughts Anna handed over her crown too. He 
look them both and tfirusi them on lo the- counter in 
flout o= Lhn woman who was selling ticket:, 

'Gould 1 have. » loti r ry ticket, please , 1 lie said. Tint 1 1 
must he one with a prize!' 


Nicholas and Anna continue 
as though .Nothin? had Happened 


Auntie was still sEwing On the seat suspecting nothing, 
Anna fdt quite sorry for her. S-be uEluosL wanted to go 
up to her and say; ’Never mind, AuPtre- We can’t help 
having such lurk always- 1 But she didn’t as ii was bcLter 
tq Set Auntie remain happy fui as; Long as posriblc. 
Besidvs, they ctjuldn’t be abtolutfly curtain of having 
won until infwtr ihv draw. Them are people wSaa don t 
win anything in lotteries, The ticket was now In 
N icholas’;, inside pocket carefully wrapped round the 
pink soap and could not get lost. I he draw eas Lti L'.^o 
days’ tldiiE. 

“Now let’s go and hate some test, 1 Auntie said at 
once, Tve Iwwii thinking of ten over since you left me, 
and now L can’t ill ink of anything else, 1 can see a eaf£ 
oyer there., l think.’ 

Vi.-3n.ilas and Anna quickly took Auntie over to the 
tea-place and helped Lo r to call tlic waitresr- t hey saw 
that sLic got two realxiiji and two Lumps of sugpr before 
they scull’d down with I heir own sandwiches rind 
cakc-s and glasses of raspberry-flavoured fruit }uicc t bal 
looked I ike t| ic Rvd Bra. 

After tea (hey sp^mas long again looking m things, 
just m I* on the safe side, They saw owls and boa rs .md 
•\ . n i: caught sight ol 3 whole toe of gentlemen iri 
irocrf coats, waving iheEr arms and paddling about :n a 
peel of water. KLw thought they were business men 
having a look, at ti-.e Zoo before they went out lo 
dinner, and found it odd that tlLcy didn’t change after 


tlie visit instead, uulEI: Livy got ho close Quit she could 
ree their beaks. 

Cau'1 yu« see Lli.it Ihc/re penguins, Auntie?' Anna 
was very surprised. 

' r - • v n Auntie laughed heartily ami said that she 
couldn't see very far witLiout her j^];srao= I [owever, 
soon af h 1 r tbut she- began is? get giumpv and tis taomo 
and didn't seem to anjjny anything they did. She did 
11 ol want to have a race to the reptile house or wait 
sen Hi tiie seal came up once isiorr. Hie children under, 
stood dial Auntie was beginning to- get tired. 

When ?he suddenly said: [Now we must go home/ 
Aueihi and Nidiolas both though L Ft was best not to 
contradict her, 

‘We have been here for al-nocj four hours/ Auntie 
colli plaiccrE. L If I bad known it war going to turn imo a 
trek through die desert, 1 would have brought xuy 
camel," 

Nicholas and Anna laughed dutifully. 

’Some Linn- nr other one has to gq home, and it's 
always 1 n-.se to go when you are enjoying yourseli 
moil/ Auntie said severely, That'a why I think we 
ought to go at one*,’ 

b 3 tres through the desert lln: tiling you cnyoy 
most then, Auntie?" Niriioias asked politely 

' J f you are goad now, and do as | tell you/ Auntie 
implored, Veil go and have a lovely dinner a l Dmch- 
nian’s and you can choose ytjur own dessert. Icecream 
■.villi candyfloss, far instance. Surely (hat is better than 
horrible old baboo rwP‘ 

‘Can yon really cat baboons with candyfloss?’ said 
Nicholas in MOUEemcnL 

but i hen i t seemed juq as (hough Ann Lie l lionght he 
was being cJibiiicy. Sbe stopped an: I looked horn 


NhJsolaK Id Anna and then From Anna to Xtcholas, 

'Welt, I'm .ijoit'Lj? tuomcj anyway? die »iil desper- 
ately, L Aitd you two can lI ■: ■ whal you like I' 

Nicholas li ltd Anna wore quite alanmed. Fortunately 
Anna tlHiLE.firht os' tli-r right lliui)? Io s»]i to get Aunt in 
ealnt again, 

'I’d like ro go with you, Auntie,' die said, If y^ti £j<h 
Til too.’ 

So v.nM 1/ said N-rl-ndas. I’ve managed lo see the 
most important things? 

Thee Auntie c.hi-rmd up again. £hc 301 hold of a 
lad iIllll look them straight to their hotel Anssa and 
Nicholas shuddered a; the thought of all die money 
Auntie was spending on taGx, tiue they said nothing. it 
was such a grarul way of travelling,, rather like being a 
film star li i .t milliDnaini- 

Auntie sat Lad ween the children in cite ia*i. Nirhnhis 
leaned mn ;md whispt*«d to Anita t ’Shall iye it II 
Auntie what wo Ijought? Afi na glanced at Aunlic wild 
was staring out o f the window witUoul Er'umittjg. 

'Not y«t. Let's kn]] it as a surprise,' she whistled 
back. 

'Couldn't we full her what we bought hut not what 
we a: r goinfr io win?’ Nicholas jugge-sted. 

"Mot a wnd,’ Anna decided, 

When they reached the LiotcL Anna took charge of 
AllnIEhI. 

‘Now hadn't you better hewe a little- rest?' she sug- 
gested. Ttl noma upstair!- with ton and cover you up 
with a rug.' A an tie looked uuitc .grateful but unhappy 
at iEli 1 same time. S!:c pni'hftbly didn't whij[ Nicholas 
and Anna to be bored while she was rcvimg. 

'I'll icjijli after NiohoLai? raid Anna. 'He otieys me if 
1 speaik to him sliar ply. 1 
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‘And L’EI look after Anna," Nicholas added. 'Blie Esso 
scared of j i m |1 in t T only lute e To Loot at Etirr to | iip...Lie 
her- tremble? 

“You must l.v nice In narh other.’ Auntir said, ’and 
don't jo anywhere without telling av. I'm only .going 
to have :i little rest before dinner. Can f rely on you to 
bx..k after yourselves in die meantime?' 

'Oh yes? 1 1 iev both answered. "We "rin’i ,-, :l anv - 
where, i <t round the block it> look in rite shop 
windows? 

'You mustn't titws any streets It is very easy to .get 
run over? 

After that: she: nil owed Amin to. settle her down 
Comfortably in her h art mom Srma covered ho: with 
it pale Esliji: Eslynfcgt and a red rug and found her a book 
to read nut of her big trunk She turned the lamp 
round to chat it would twit shine in Awntic’s e\ OE . and 
she drew tilt- curtumx. Auntie sighed contentedly and 
gave Anna two Danish crowm - one fig hnrurif and 
our* I i it Nicholas, in case they iinuded ntoncy when 
they were looking after themselves, TEten Anna went 
out and closed rite door quie t ly. 

Nicholas was waiting on die staim, They looked at 
tl a ■ time 'o that tEiry would know when Auntie had 
finished her rest. Then they went out and wrote 'Buy 
lottery tiekrti' with the heir of soap at the nearest sired 
con ii -r. Nicholas felt that it was a pity tlnst [leopls 
didn’t knots' what a good lottery lLliw Kim.! ot the Zoo. 
Good lotteries LIU l;FlE Io lin helped so chaS they would 
go on soiling n Tul tickets instead of boring ones with 
dinner services a 1 - priors, Hut when he got to Ui<: nest 
street comer he realised what a mistake I ic had made. 
If more people bought tickets more | maple. pCn.dri! win 
ElU pony instead of him. . . _ Anna had io wait while he 



nui back and wrote touLCthui^ else. Now it read IVn't 
rtljy kiN.i-p,- ticket^. 

'Wli.it shall we do with cur two new ciown*? 1 Anna 
asked. 

"ill iy another 1 ■ 1 1 1 i ■ r |. ■ I i-- 1 : ■- 1 „ of irairsC-. iii that WC f ill 
1 VIII 5 tiger -I I rug as wed,' Nir -iiliis replied.. 

Jhuy waEked round the blew twice before thcyd:<,. 
cos'ii red n cohacoosiEsl’s sbLo ; j that must have been there 
nil the Mn.li' 1 ey weni in anti Ixnii'lit itnotliei ticket 
Fur the Zoo Lotn iy and wrapped that mnnrl ih« snap as 
well Then I hey walked round the block ome more. 

It wii - really rather fit rami ft wal kii i r; i['Ou.L'id Clift OtlC^i 
own iiheoi'd with all the people speiikiri.n DinisEt and 
ill the piUar-ljosei red instead of yellow a= they were 
in Sweden. 

‘But I tlimtght ;■ would fi'vl even StrariWi,' Nicliokifi 
said. I thought vnn would feel surnrlhiM.H i:. yum' feet 
wtnmyon trod on Danish soil.' 

"What would tint led like, then' 1 ' 

'Like tli- difference between gravel and sand of 
OOUj'S:-. Or lieLwi'm lawn a ml: :l KtuEvblj field 

'With, ymir sEuii'?, oil* Surely ytru Cilll’t feel Mint 
through your shoes?' 

‘Tbnl must lie wind's wrong then, EvliaU v; • Lake I ill 
sbocsoft' i'. d set if wc feel anything?’ 

Anna did not want to, bin in the end she went with 
Nicholas into a doorway and they look their r-Sn.ir.-. and 
soi*Jt< uEF imtl walked arouud barefoot lo foci Denmark. 
There u-jit rii.ii him; speLiial about it. When they got 
luiri to rhe hotel Aunt Thin hud beau aw ake for about 
five minim's. I hey went straight to □rajehman's and 
had a very gpod meal with two tleaseffts each. 

Wliile they irere waiting fur the bill Auntie wrote 
anotfier poitcard to Stockholm ; 
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My Dears, 

The visit lb 33 ie 2 *x i vm a grrn | success. TTjc well I lair was 
fun: and I hr only event tries lhaE fmbcjLas. dropped his Ctiji 
inrn She elephants c Melanin:. I will buy Jiiut a lieu one when 
we get lltifllu. I hr ohiJrlrcn uo: a hole lired and dilHcuk 
I awards the end because of alf the 0 £W kilpr-LanCnEi, hue now 
vre have had a test S:id till hweti again. I think Anon liked 
the antelopefi beat and bvirtinLi* liked Ihn jiHKigcose. 

PertCnalEji I have bad enciogli of animals and I shan't set 
ElKit la I Tie /.(in again in & LlitJy. 

Kindest rer;ariEs Erczn Tina, 
f.a. No I ihirside til tihiistrr.ns, .ti'.jncsyl 

That was what Aunt Tina thought on Tuesday. 


J'lkfwtas and Anna 
Hasten Slowly at the Museum 


'Todfl v we ire c;r>nur in the Glyptotek Museum,’ Asitllie 
i£,al on Wednesday. 

'fllari you buy tickets for the Zoo lottery them?" Nic- 
hota:J asked, 

J Shhhh, i sftjrl Anna- 

Auntie replied that they shun Id have thought of 
that when dtcy were ac the Zoo . as the ‘Glypcntok 3 was 
a museum where you could see beautiful sculpture by 
famous sculptors, but lottery tickets- could no* lie 
bought there. And that was just as well, she ridded, as 
ye™ never win anything in tatt-eric- 1 - Money down the 
drain, that's what it was. 

Anna and Nicholas enchanted glances. It was nwF'.sl 
to hear Auntie talkirtg like llmt - what If she were 
right? What if they h nd spent A Tina's two crowns and 
NWt&las’s two crowns on nothing, when t|u.;v could 
have hough L Icecream? l r oui t^ni wasted, duit 
would be r.lrr.atLFiiBv But Anna shook her head and 
raised her eyebrws at Nicholas- as if to say 'Don’t 
warty. That's just what Auntivs say when: (hay think 
One hasn’l bought a lottery' rickcf a- d tlu-y wane one to 
forget .ill iluut it to save the bother of walking for 
miles looking for somewhere to buy one. 1 ' Nicholas 
sighed and got ready lo go to the museum. 

Aunt Tina, felt like walking. She kept cautiously to 
tbu verv Inside of the pavement close to the houses so 
1 1 1: j i ill* children should riot null oul into the traffic 
and gHL mrt over, liuit Nicholas and Anna stayed 
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1 'here were lats of 
icttlpturei ii\ l In 
other rooms luo 



meekly betide her first they vijtiI. ■» the main square 
win:! i ■ L: .L'-y stoppuj K> buy sandwiches The sandwich 
shop looted liken Hll-Hog ?;Luud r 

Hot- many Mni-.vklws can you c*i?' Auntie Listed. 
"FIlCic arc scvrnl kinds to cboosc fitini: school 
packets, tmirist pi ket?,, gtd thro packets/ 

The gulden parlct sounds bret/ Anna thought and 
Nicholas agreed villi her. 

'There ate bjk sudwiehes in those pattoU, can you 
really -rat k» mlily 

“Of course we L-jin,' IMceJwJas replied, So Aunt I ina 
bought i golden packet for each of the children and a 
school packet for bei self. 

After that Uii-y walked down a street colled 
]J. C. Ar.dvr ;i 0 ErHj|r van l ;uid reached the GlyptOteli 
Museum 1 1 wait a large, red-1 nek building wiilipaEms 
grow ing inside it. Tin: palms grew right op to die ceil- 
is: i', and | j ill. orchid j grew out of the bark of the pidu- 
Irt.c There was ; goldfish pemd in die middle and o 
large marble Indy lay there covered with lilUe white 
nia i file eh i Id ten, fiver chi I tlren crawled mend 1 n*r a i id 
up an to her from II directions. Anna counted and 
found that there wm fourteen of them . 

"This is ;t sculpture culled "The Water Mother" by 
K:n Nielsen,' Auntie tnld (hem- 

'Grrat,' Niclioli} commented politely. 'Mow we 
have seen that, we can go, ean : t wcT 

Auntie explained ■ Ii.ll tills was only the beginning, 
P re were Ion nf Eeulptijms in the ndier rooms too. 
Nicholas sighed. ! [c stuck ?• finger into tin goldfish, 
pond to see if t-he fishes would get fiighiniud but they 
did not. One cairn up and bit his finger in: h ad. Auntie 
and Anna went on | a look at the Egyptian sculpt tires, 
1 Lhirii wu uught W go to the Zoo instead/ said 
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Nicholas. 'You can &jp mare ITyns and panthers 
there , 3 

1 You'll find tots of animals here too , 3 Auntie ccciicd, 
J'-^t took at die luonLeys and K«ii nprt birds (hat the 
Egyptians painted On the walls of (heir tombs. H c re a 
servant R holding a bird that wants to dy away. And 
there is a man carry ing a dee r. Tti r, Egyptian,' piun ted 
every tiling they thought i he dead poison needed cm hit 
long journey into ihc land of (he dead/ 

C I like real animals better/ Nicholas said. 'Bet riot 
goldfish - 1 

'Just imagine, these pictures arc from three thousand 
years before Chain!' Auntie exclaimed. 

They continued snto another room where marble 
f reads stood on pillars sill round the room. 

4 Is there a collection ns" rlulb? Have head-hunters 
put out all their treasure* here?' Nicholas suddenly ap- 
peared to bo interested. Hut no. They were only 
portrait* of Roman emperors which had been found in 
the ground. Nicholas became tired again. 

‘Give me baboons every time , 1 ho said, ‘f want to go 
to die Zoo again . 3 

Auntie pretended nut toll ar, arid Anna decided that 
Nicholas was being a bore, She enjoyed looking at the 
sculptural. The heads looked like people die knew. 
Oik reminded her cd the English teacher at rehoor oral 
another was just liln. an assistant in the butcher's shop 
at home in Stockholm, They were nil different. What a 
lot of noses ar.rl eyes and chins! Anna decided she 
would only look at the nosei so as net to get too 
muddled. If she looked at nothing else she- might be 
able to remember all the noses in the whole musomn 
until she got home and could drew them- It was 
iiinii.uk isfji to Tic distracted by eatirr thing?;, m Anna 



made fiald-jpaases with her hands nnd peered through 
at each nose in turn- Tins made thing' ciii^Li- 1 3 but. by 
Lite unit ilLC had looked carefully at EWfCCTl nosrS she 
I -i ,3d for.5i3ti.nn die first one. She fowled her hand* to 
have a rest. 

AVhejedid Nicholas go? 1 Auntie asked, 

They Iwjtli looked round. Niebuhr* had decided to 
disappear and was nowhere la be found. 

-Vim u:i that way a nil li>::k fur him and 1 '! I gb this 
way* Auntie said, ’Then we'll moet ai die entrance.' 

Anna set out, It was strange to walk through the 
quiat menus all on her Own- The onty to be 

heard were people's- embamewed rootsccp! and her awn 
shoes clattering along r.m lLu: door. She eftme into a hall 
where. there were whole [rfupLc made of imwble, not 
just hr-iek Anna felt cold touting at them. There tlit-y 
stood so naked and still - she felt I ik-r wnspi i ng th etn 
in blankets and looking after them. She tame to a Little 

; I j ■! 1 1 1 ■ : I eLi'L lying flat on Ili j face, crying, Anna 
stopped and patM h&t gently. Why was she crying? 
Anna tried to gores. Peihaps she had lost a little 
brother just Eike Anna, ir maybe she had something 
even Endrhur to think a?»uL, Puihapa she had lost a Zoo 
lottery tickri and didn’t have enough money t» buy 
another one. Or had she thought that she might win a 
pony and then been disappointed? Anna’s eyes fil ed 
with terms at Lbis thought. 

'Xtoit’tbe unhuppy, Anna, I have fouiid him.’ U was 
Annt Tina. 

Tm not thinking about Nicholas, Trn tiilnkiEg 
about thii little girl who can't go to the Zm,’ Anna 
replied sadly, 

‘Now don't you start too 1 ' Auntie snapped. 'Oimr 
and have your sandwiches with Nieluolas. lie is siLtisiL." 
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hy the goldfish [>orid with sandwidns lined up all round 
it-’ Anna sighed and went of! with Auntie. 

The sand wichas wUre good. Anna had brawn onone a 
Iivi-i saiuiiijK on another, ltc and anchovy paste on 
another, then ones with roast href, scrambled erqj and 
slilihJ j-- .- , and bright urajige sausage. She ate very slowly 
so di-if Nicholas should not be last Bind have something 
lelt ovet to tewc her with after da; bad finis lied, but 
NichoEas was 50 slow that site simply ronld n’t wait for 
him. As ihe was swallowing dwj last crumb ha stjl] had 
a whole sandwich left. 

1 'll keep djai sin ill f get to the Zoo/ he said, 'because 
1 want to ford 1 he ostrielu’ 

T simply cannot understand why you want lo goto 
die Zoo again when you have just berm there/ Auntie 
complained. 'Surely it can’t be much fun to go there 
again?' 

'Dli yes' Anna and Nicliolas shouted aL unco. J VVe 
ritii.1.' 50 r!-,rr." again. Wo can't live otherwise/ 

'Oh well, I’ll have to think about it,' Auntie raid. 
'But now leLb go to Amalscnboi-g mid have a look at 
the d itinrjirig of the jruai-d.' 

Anita and Nicholas wu . it . relieved. Pur ha pa if all 
wCEtt we|] they would have a chance of being at the 
Zog when the lottery d raw look place. 

L Oontc alottJt!, Nicholas, don't keep Auntie waiting/ 
said Anna so mly. 

After dtey had admired the. soldiers -.vith their great 
fieri 1 skins outside the Danish royal pjl.ico, Auntrc 
hrrmghc out a prafoard she hod bought at the tnumum 
and wrote a few iine: to Stockholm as usual: 

My Dean, 

l’(Kfar we have dune cur 1>r ir |ij Improve our education, as 
>SJ1I Osu ice Irtitn the Jrn,Hy sculpture on tkii cinr!. We 
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waited LlKiIjuLcI d;C GiyptOtfk Museum for 5evrTnL (lours. 
Nicholas vrjs bittca by a. jpddfeli, Liul OlJi£l%vliC 0 C appro" i- 
a:r([ it .11 The children mn'i forget what a nice Lime WC 
!hid aL the Zoo, -mjiJ keep talking alwut going iherc ns-aici. 
Dm I shall ill i k o[ SMnedung so make them Forge! a!L aljasjt 
jt. Girctingi from us all. 

Ikn love, Tina. 

That v.v.s wfyit Ann tie thought on Wednesday. 
'Don't forge! Lo U'SI them that wi air going to I lie 
Zoo tomorrow./ Nicholas ilboutcd when the hand Lad 

i topped playing. 


Nicholas and Anna 
and the Great Mvment 


'Oli, how lovely Li i be here again/ Anna qld as they 
went in lu ilui 7 a k> ihf following day. Tliis h what l + ve 
been longing for all the time." 

"Me too.' no id Nicholas, ‘I^ook at these IJainas, 
Ac en’t they lovely ?' 

■Yes, i±i id tl.ft cri'jjhiints/ Anna added. 'Aren’t they 
funny the way they rock along . 1 

T can'L underhand why you arc so fond of animals,' 
Auntie said. ; i esfwrjt you'd like to talus them home 
with you, but I won’t have any of iIml! Tpj enough 
trouble looking after you two f 

Auntie laughed, Nicholas and Arina thought of a 
real Live tottery pt-tie (hat they would very rrntch tike 
to take home. 

Now <jei i he day of the draw they did not feel so sm e 
of th eir luck nny more. 

TEow many ticket-: do you think there are Tu a lot- 
tery Like this. Auntie?' Ntdiulas asked, poiniingiit the 
first prize house 'indudini; furniture’ which thevwore 
just passing. 

"Oh, a couple of thdaisamd, I should think/ Auntie 
answered absent-mind edty. 

"Ilio-j vind !' Nicholas shouted. ‘Surely you mean a. 
hundred? No, not a bundled, that too many, Am- 
eirEean lotteries usually have nincty-niihE, so ttiera uujsi 
I:-.’ Ws than ninety-nine In this one because: American 
things am always, i he biggest Perhaps there are only 
fifty liclcis, or, better still., only twenty. five/ 
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‘Oil, Tin . 1 Auntie: .ilid. : Tbe:e ItimL be more tbiUL 
lliat. Aft? r all, ill?}' I i<iiVe is* '*■ aide to pay for oil the 
jjiLiLii and still have money to- "jjarn, otherwise they 
■.>! i !■•: mate eici profit . 1 

'A whole house nnd fejK r>r Lilt ydes and n:i^s tind live 
animals - that must owl million*,’ Anna sighed- ' i |i£ire 
uiu.it 1 h no uric! of lotLcrv ticket'd ' 

".f 'll jay no mare about it.' NifFmla.' snapped and 
looked at Auntie and Anna ju though they Imd said 
something indecent. 

Hu went on ahead to see if t oo?:.' weft as many tiger? 
,-is last time or if some of them 3iad been made into mgs 
with teeth attached. 

Anna took Auntie by i H m 1 umi and led her to a 
ra to f: * ■ ■. il ■!:■ aval under a croc and said; 'Shaft we stop 
he tor" Then she added: 

"Wouldn't you like to sit down and take the stones 
■nut of your shoes? Nicholas and I can look Buouod on 
om own so you don't get so tired, Auntie, We'll look 
after ea<:Fi other." 

Ky ait men ns,' Auntie replied. ‘Of course 1 «m sit 
down. 1 am afnid I cunt oblige with scones ■ n my 
shoes, Li uc l have brought my knitting, so if I have to 
sit urn: [ need not be idle. 3 

H "hank you. Auntie dear, wc’l I soon he buck, 1 Anna 
said anrl rallied oFl to find Nicholas. 

They had to find out if the distribution of prizes had 
Taken place yet, or when it was yfl\ay, to bo. T ley both 
hurried towards the little ortn-gor-nl l«us« wtiejv they 
iiad bought the tickets. L'hc little house w.-u -= L : < i l and 
bolmd, Liuc there was a largo notice on a shutter: 

'Dislribuiibn of Priwa an i p.m. at the Bandstand. 1 

Nicholas and Anna started to run. The prize-giving 
liG 


bad already started" Jhey hat! no Idea where the 
handstand was, hut when they had msborl ansumt 
aimJasaty ft u a wh i ft they faugh t sight of a largo crowd 
ii rn-Ler the trees and guessed that that w-ai the plapc. A 
man with a megaphone, in bis hi-md st-nrjri on a plat- 
form sFiiTuLing to the crowd, fti iebolas and Anna pulEed 
up sharply so that they wouldn’t cxaiFi headlong fmn 
ail those people. Tlicy tried to pusFi forwards into 
the crowd, (nil didn't get very far. They stopped to 
hear what was being called uut. With trembling 
Gnpers Nicholas pulled the soap out of his pocket 
arid unwound their tickets. One was number gftfsfiFi 
and the other one was iro. They heard the announcer 
shout: 

Tadics mef gentlemen! The draw of ihe (Tri ; i- 
enhagen Zoo lottery liu.-. now been carried out and it ft 
toy great pleasure to tfmounre the winning numbers. 
The complete list will lx: published tomorrow in Ber- 
lingike T idtns hi i he Perrorm I Co him n ' 

T am so afraid that we have won that rdd h:(-ii i^e, 1 
An ria whispered. 

'Wr won't ceil them, luhF then they can't make us 
have iL As Long as wr'iT won the pony on Ebo other 
licked' Nadrnlas ■ lid. 

Anna pinched him to ’nak-c him quiet. Thu an« 
noujjceT had ju.st looked at hi-> papers and wax raining 
the megaphone to his mouth. 

The completely furnished -■■.in m .rr house to- he erec- 
ted o:i a selurird rite within ten miles of Copenhagen 
went to number sti joj, 1 he shouted. 

'Super !' Nicholas ex-claimed. 

TVSua! Ivci ihat we csc-a ped L' cried Anna, 

Th ry lvacted again. The anno oncer km iti nurd : 

Thr Seaon-d Pi fte. [be tlSiyl y pr i Jxjrpr] tiger rug 
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A t.'i ui.'i ;i.’i'(, r i a megaph one in hi r hand . 


r ™ tl '\ ZudB super]! tiger Maharaja who dfed of 
pneumonia 3a:. t autumn, jtocs to j.prr j/ 

Nuw that did disappoint Nicholas ;.n,rl Anna. Il 
' V 0, '' ,, J have been fun iw own a tiger mg'., especially one 
with Lhr v^hr-lc head attached. Anna was panning to 
ii Ln front of her bed iy he on. when nohsodv was 
looking. ItwowM probably he very jujftorl to read excit- 
ing htn-Jis On 3 tiger shin IS ichohis. Intended; in have it 
undn hi* desk *e. that he could put hi* fart on the head 
anti pretend that Et was a tamo tiger waiting for him 1 q 
finish his bcHjuftwork, 

'Ikd I uck. 1 mutter «1 Nicholas. 

'What* shame/ Anna cocraplajjjed, 

'3 in- polar U>ar ^in goes to number T49 1 -ji,' the an- 
non new called cut, 

hS'et t i l ■ l t one dtEuuy* Anna said. : Onr numW* are 
ijfikSE and r 0 7. What mrt of a redtun lottery is tbi^? 1 
ISichoLiL' stomped Ins foot. 

‘It 1 * a dreadful cheat,* ha said. They are just rcad- 
jjjit nut pretend numbers no that they can kerp all tbtir 
Stuff. Those happy winners you soft, in the papers are 
only dummies that llusy have taken photos of/ 

'Hush ! 1 whispered Anna. 

r [ he announcer drew oncdEifir breath : 

'iVow l should like to announce; that the Zoo's great, 
gostt favourite, she miniature pony Daniel Fompiliom 
of KlajnpenfjOrgf goes to gfj68?h* 

"VV: .;it?' sn.i.d NicEvolas, 

Jlut that's our number I" said Anna. 

Then they shouted out so loud that everybody 
turned round and stared. Anna grahlj<:i:! Nicholas's 
i-irm and jumped up and down with him, 

'Its cj-iry ! Ij's impossible I I dr not trued 1 jhe 
shouted, 'We have won Etih] S' 



Then Nicholas calmed down. "Oz" co'irv wr have 
won Ei in I ,. 3 Li slid. 'Come HO, leds go and tell Ann Lit 3 
They rushed off in rhe directi ■ of Auntie's scat - < 
iliey both wanted In Em first with the nTW 1 Iku die 
f&rtEuix Lhf v ran, tfctc- akiwer they pot. I inn lly Aoisa 
stopped aJiogethef. 

"Wait a moment; she said, 'What if titty don'L tot ujS 
have thu pony?' 

‘Nc.L let Hi have it? Why not ? 1 Niched an stared at 
her, 

‘Because it will make the flat untidy and that, And 
«at the curtains and refuse to i-ij into the Hit- Grown* 

IIJJ!, are SO fuSSy\ yDU know.' 

"iiuoly i hey nan’t Lake away our own bLrei y prints ?' 
Nicholas was Appalled. 'Our own pony J ' 

"Oh yes, tEicy can "CrwJty to animals nod jsssle ihc- 
Inndlnn!" lIlil’:- what they'll £ty, And Auntie's reply 

will he ‘‘Send -a -telegram- to- Muoitny- and -Paddy* . 

tii it". Surely you italic that '? 1 

NichoLas did not answer, Ha dropped down or: a seat 
and ynuu jod, He could tiwit have imagined such a 
craw slate of aETaLis. But Anna, tried to coudort him. 

'Of COUrsewe must have the pony/ she mid. ‘But WC 
won't tell anyone about iL just yet. Let’s collect Edm 
firjt and lake him home so diat Mummy Arid D^ddy 
can see hnw loveEv lie is^ and then perhaps diey svll] let 
us keep him , 1 
Nicholas cheered up, 

Ym, Let’s do that, ft's not vary Fai to Stockholm 
from Copenhagen- jus? a straight run on the jails.’ 

‘Bags I collect him,' Anna said quickly- 
NiehnlA' looked miserable again, Erut this time it was 
Only to make Anna let him have his own way, How- 
ever, die saw through [he trick- 
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T am |Eie biggest and moat sensible , 1 .'be sidri HnmEy, 

ii I'll irllcc? hiitu Aunliri is sitting over there. Vott go 
-Hid tc-LI her tliat 1 am lost and probably have gone 

' 1 ,1 iphl bin k to the hotel. Don' t say a mnrd jLlimit 01 1 r 
pi irw, But don't tell lies either if yon do they'll be 
cross with us aJtcrwamls,' 

'J .cave u hr me,' Nicholas said. "1 can speak in 
iTcliltnn, 3 

He hung his bead and walked with dragging stops 
rov, a ids Auntie. She was writing a postcard to Stock- 
I lolm. Thu is what the wrote ; 

kly Ifc-ari, 

Here wC ate At ihe '/.qn again and I m yawning jusr as 
riLiAib as the riger t<l Lkis caid. bal L Siarln'l rhr ]|- iur no 
rl ir.i ppoint I 1 1 C c3i.ijJr.ei! as they were in keen on comfit;' Lade 
3 think lliCy imagined rhar rhi-y could buy llcieli tor Lkn 
run lottery wiili same mor' Y 1 gavi LJi-r.m, niuf perltapa 
svLt mmeihitig nice to take Loci 3iorr k. I iold LllCt'i! jJCopLc 
newer wiu anylkinir in Intlyrire, but they [timed a rfanf r.ir. 
Njctiobs is just taming bark now, and 1 i-aa see evea from 
in ip d istance lltal be Lam't won a tiling. Bil! I lIiaLI cti.rrr 
bint up] 

W ifh Ew-it wtsbcF From Tina. 

That was what Aunt Tina thought on Th.u reday. 
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Dfimti Pampilimn oj Kfompenborg 


Anna hurried liitck to the announc-eT and wormed her 
way in between the people. She had id get right up to 
the platform io ask the anrrouticer where so fetch die 
pony. At last she; was -Mandinu by his feet and was able 
to pull his irons; r lee,. He was reading olH a let of 
liririn.jr nLimbcn to do with bicycles. 

Here is ihe winning ticket, where is our fumy? 1 she. 
asked. 

Hu. ; 3 3;r:omine>r stared nt her wit bout understanding, 
ilu'ji he fumed round and poLuted to the right. 

Beside the t>a ndstasiil stood a man in overalls hold- 
ing a little brawn and white pony, the smullr-t Anna 
bad ever seen. And the shaggiest. and the liveliest, and 
the prettiest, 

“So you are the young misdc who has won our 
Danny," the keeper said ms she rsmie up with die 
ticket. 

'What m s^kjiJ thing < hue is; now he’ll get a good 
home, I’tti sure. Just whiU he wanted, a sturdy little 
girl who won't break in pieces, ii he kicks a hit. And 
someone with warm hands and Line eyes, he mid me, 
So you’re the right one, aren’t you? T 

What a talkative keeper! Ann.-; would have liked to 
go off with Danny to some quiet place and just Look at 
him. Hut i he keeper wanted hrr to go along to Lite 
stables to fetch Danny's things. She patted the pony 
gently on the head ar id on the back. He shook Ins bend 
and laughed. 
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"Dear Danny! My ®ti Diu-nyT A nun whispered, 

Tic certainly likes you, tiuEste, 1 can. sec that nt once/ 
said the keeper. 

‘Ik hr ■ ■ i n 1 1 . u ] i to look sifter? 1 Anna ask™!. 

She '".mis woods? r i = 2 i. , how she would get him liglil 
through Copenhagen, ns she didn't even &=ld\v the way. 

'Oh. no, he’s as peocef-L as a Lamb, but as siuhEvmi 
ns a red pu; too of course. All miniature ponies an-, 
r rJ;ey arc full of defiance like small children all their 
lives,. Imcausu they never prow any higher, ihi Ihicy':' 
You've looked after horses before, haven't you, 
missic-?' 

'Well, nay 3 said Anna trrnid tv, J I mra n , , , that is . . . 
in a way of comae. Nearly, that b. I've hail a 
canary,' 

Well, well, well, tfia;'s almost ihr same thing, isn't 
it? You just have to feed them with bird-seed and see 
l r l ■ l e d iey don't fly aw ay, and it’s the same I h i will i 
poriieM, only il iey have to have eat rots and grass and 
bran and they must be grwmcd and shod and ex- 
ercised so they don’t get too fal. Otherwise it'a die 
same . 3 

'Yes, f'33 renumber that,' Anna promised. 

Tin sure. vyull rn;si^tuft,‘ the keeper said. 'Don't 
forget to scratch his forehead a™] pat his right ELank if 
he is difficult, lie [likes that and ‘I will calm him down, 
yon see. Now, if yo\t would just sign lids receipt, 
nlivar, tin: pony’s yours . 1 

[E« hondvd bur a tail-point pen. It was a strange 
feeling to sign a paper of Etorre ownership. Anna felt 
butterflies right down inside Eut. 

Carefully and slowly she wrote- ‘An ria N ilson' on the 
doited Line. Ilten stir relumed the pen ami took 
Danny by die inane. 
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'Corn!- along then, Ic t*s go.’ die said, 
but it was not ii' simple as that. I he slot! would only 
•.end ]t« charges out into The world in u fit and propri- 
stale, io e(l+: keeper hail to put a halter on Danny, and 
Anna was given a blanket, a scraper ami a brush for 
grooming in a shoulder hat;, and a lEnEtt .suck of buy 
and carrots in curry, The kwptr gave her a pocketful 
uf lump sugar lo fall thick on until Danny bad learunl 
m obey hier. At last she was allowed tu yo. Ta- led 
Danny murid tin- comer from the stulilcs and ihert she 
‘topped i/! I iave : luxfkai Inni a ll by hcraelf, as she had 
planned, He looked back at her and shook his Eurad 
again. He really was the prettiest puny ever! 

'If lIu'v rlon’i let you go jo Stockholm, Danny, 1 
shan't go either,' she told him as they walked along, 
Iltey waiit |>nst the monkey house and die snakepit. 
Dajiciv sriHTr-d at the snake -pat and put his i-ais hack :ls 
they passed Ihe monkey Etouse. By the Enid pnrrd he 
stepped and wanted to drink An mi could see nobody 
around who would mind, so she Jet him drink The 
flamingoes looted reproachful, hut Danny neighed 
and frightened them away. She parted hi s lorhi'.hu- so 
good. Anna intended ui pass ipuim near i r: :■ place 
wlinrtr Auntie h;ul bwn sitting to .wir il Nicholas had 
managed tn get her clT home, F>u! put as she was ' cok- 
ing out for Auntie’s blue cone she was suddenly sur- 
rounded by a lot of men with cameras in their 
hands. 

'Urn; she is!' they shouted, ‘Stand St-' I n moment so 
that wc ca n to kc a pkl urc for the papers !' 

Anna obligingly put on her photo f ;tre . bus then she 
remembered that the didn't tike having her picture 
lakrri, and besides, she did nor want to get into the 
papers either. Whut if Auntie saw the pietuttl ISut the 



men already had tin i r cameras poked and were turn- 
ing them this way and Chat, coming dwr aitd 
■closer, 

'There new, smile, please 1 One, two, tissue, si i-n p 
one of them said and his camera went click ■ 

Amift just had Li : hi to put her hands in front of her 
face, 

No, no, no, that won't be. any good, 1 ndd Lhe pho- 
Lograpfwj- and sLatred again. You mustn't be shy, dear. 
You'Ve '.wii a lovely pony and evirythiug. , . . Now 
wc'U try again.' 

■dirk!" Anna screwed up her ryes ;i™l pulled a 
face, 

'Now, no non Sen act' shouted cmcrtlicr photographer 
and si root his Tart. 'Of cou re jflu wa nt -jour pictuTC in 
the paper/ 

'] can't help iL. I always do this when people take 
pictures of me,' Anita mumbled* 

By now the photography: wtua rdl Impatient and 

tlwy clicked Ihcir camera- so quick 2y thai A found 

it quite difficult to keep up. She pulled faces, frtrwncd 
and stuck her lips Out sy dial she would uot be re cog un- 
able. Everybody got rather cress, The only one to 
laugh vu< Danny. Hv lifted his head and neighed 
which made them all jump. Then he set off at a gafldp 
right out of the crowd, Anna only had to follow him. 
T'J icy ran all the wy to tha peacocks’ enclosure. 

'WeEL done, Danny I' Anna panted when she caught 
sip witiL him. 'Now we must bel p each other to hud the 
hotel- 1 

She looked j-ound in all directions (o make sure that 
Auntie was nowhere m In: seers. IjOcs of people locked 
at her and many children wanted eo pat Danny, hut 
Auside and Nicholas d id not appear. 
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Anna took a firm grip on Danny's halter with osle 
I tand and Iris sack of hay with rhe other and walked 
straight up n> ihi'. exit of the Zoo. She had a good look 
to :i.akn sure which W-15 the right-hand ddc of the 
■•■Lriwi, and Lhcn site set na: for town, leading Danny on 
rhat side. 



Nicholas anti 
Four-legged Worry 


Nicholas was sluing m tine hotel room with Aunt Tina, 
holding her hand. Nicholas hated holding people's 
hands, but he felt he had to make a sacrifice just for 
once., Me felt so sorry for Altai Tina. She was terribly 
worried. First Nicholas had rushed round the 7 .&o with 
her. trying lo find Anna, >S3 jlL Sic had been afraid ail die 
time that he really might find her by eh intake. 'J hen 
Auntie had usked a keeper to m-iks an announcement 
about Anna over the loudspeaker to mil Etcr to get in 
Lcudt with riw hotel as soon as >Eie could, Then Nic- 
holas and Auntie had rushed ftditK in a ta?y to get back 
before Anna telephoned, Nicholas mn £ju ite wrn «uL 
But that wai nothing compared wilh what Auntie 
wu. 

'f mint telephone the police,' raid Auntie, I must 
call the Rescue Brigade., I must ring the 7m* Oh, why 
did I drag out two innocent, children into the wide 
world and abandon them among tigers and polar 
bears , - - How co'.'.ld I V 

Nicholas tried to comfort her. Tint you haven't lost 
mfi yet, Auntie, 1 Etc said. 'It’s only Anna wWs lost. 3 

'Only Anna wailed Auntie- 'How can you hr «o 
heartless about your little sister, who h roaming 
around among lions tind tigers? 1 

■She's not tittle/ said Nicholas, “She's twelve: years 
cud. and anyway, she can's bo rnauung about among 
die lions. She'd never get though all those bars and 
things-' 
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But what, if die doesn't find her way hack to trie 
hotels She may have misunderstood what tlicy mi id 
over llm dreadful loudspeaker. Perhaps aheb looking 
for us all over Copenhagen. I must telephone the 
police. I must ring the Zoo. I must call the Rescue 
EripaiEe," 

Nicholas let go of A cm tic's hand a™J started walking 
up and down die worn. He tried lo glance out of the 
window without Auntie optioiog ip He wondered how 
fur 4 Anna had j£oi . 

'Civn't you wait a little longer. Auntie? Im. „,, r r 
shc'EE hr here any moment. She got very good marks in 
Geography, and she d itl Denmark ages ago at sdiooi. 
J'm sure shu will lind her way.' 

Aimdu looked at Nicholas ns though he Etad irivm 
her a yltmmar uf hope. Bur than hope faded and die 
J" st a * worried a* before. 'What will Mummy end 
Daddy say?" she asked . 1 Whatiwor will titty Bay ? 3 

'Vce, I ra ther wondered .ihout thaL mo.’ said Nic- 
holae They looked at each other. 

Suddenly they hoard the sound of someone running 
mitEide in <hc corridor. Nicholas dared not turn round 
But Auntie gave a scream of joy. Sin; rcoognLwd the 
™ j,jJ ui Amy ^ footsteps. The door was flung open 
and sure enough, them she war. 

‘Nicholas, come out a moment,' site said, Auntie 
stretched nut her arms, 

'An-: ;i. , ' she cried. ‘Anita, where have ecu been? Dai- 
child, we have been mi womed/ 

“Oh dear. Imtvc you been worried? I won't he a 
moanentj Fmt there’s -u methEng I've stuipEy got to do," 
But then Auntie got angry. 'Out ayah' Are you 
ipuL: 1 n-.ii.cl * Now | When we’ve only just found you |‘ 

“Ves, I really must. I only want to tell Nicholas 


m \ i N thing.' She ran up to Nicholas and whispered, 
Hit's n.-: : Ifio. Brown with ■.illicit spot; just like; a cow 
pi 1 1 left him rl wr* H-;i i i- ■ in 1 tic reception place, 1 Sin; 
v. ns j list a hou t to rush ol I again . 

UiiL Auntie planted her ec If fiunEv in the way. Oh 
«io, you dnn’i, inks, There's someihEng TM T kis ui mil 
you- Prejiit simply don't run off leaving their aunt at 
the Zco, letting tier die of Fright ami then just refusing 
i'-i talk to her. What Ho you meon by standing there 
whispering about pig- and cows? As if 1 diLln’t know 
everything al»ut animals too, after luting dragged Co 
ilit- Zoo dav after day! I trim* what it 1 * all about. 1 

Arirm Maevd at Atm tie, and then glanced inquiringly 
Cowards Nicholas. I fad he told her anything? Nicholas 
understood whir she was trying LO say, 'No, nij, Of 
toiirfe inn,' Eit- said, Anna heaved a sigh of relief . 
She went up to Auntie anti flung tier- arms round 
her. 

'Poor' Auntie, Emve you Ext h worried : J But l was all 
right. I Came straight here ha fast aa 1 could. Of 
course I had to ask hundreds of people before 1 emdd 
find the way. And ttu-y.-dl speak Danish eo it'; awfully 
hard to unde 1 stand wlrn they arc saying. 1 

Aiiriiii! g»vc Anna a hug. 'Did you come all (lie way 
by yourself, you poor iitdc thing? 1 she sighne]- 

Anna nodded. Auntie eh might ii was in reply to her 
l| u cation, hut it was civilly a signal to N icholas who was 
standing by the door, waiting to run downstairs and 
hike charge of the pony. 

’Come along. Auntie, lrT< go out on the balcony. Til 
show you exactly how I got hr re, 1 was i lie last N ic lioloa 
heard as he dowel h. door behind him and rnsEwd 
down the Mrritbr. When fie got to die enhance hndl 
he stupprd. There was nobody afxHil, not even at the 


reception desk, where a toll jxirter ustt&EEy s&: scaring 
•'t everyone who walked pari. It was just the right 
moment for leading away a smal l potty. But where waa 
it? 

Nicholas, turned round on the iwl carpet and saw- 
himseEE in all the mirrors. Whatever had Anna Hone 
wath the potty? Just then there was a son rjf snuffling 
noise from the olhar side of the i*oe:ition desk. Nic- 
holes stretched Slctoeie. the deT and looked down. 
Th-re he was r lEm world's i wee tot piony 3 ;u-,d his tail 
W4i" so Ion.: trial it touched the floor. Nicholas climbed 
over (lit: d^k and gave Danny a wt lemming pat. Acid 
Danny nudged his hand and not I r ted, fie was iwJly n 0 
I J i 1 < liiin a .Si flemard dog. Nowy the qw-jjion waa 
how to get 1 iiju upsta im. 

NichoLis took him by the mane imd made m- 
co-u r-:i.iri nq noises. Danny allowed himself to tic: led ns 
fai as the stairs, but there he stopped and Iwkcd 
doubrJul. 'Gome on, surely you tan walk up ordinary 
stalk' said Nicholas. 

Barmy hesitated and looked as though he wondered 
if he really could. But then he sigfied and started plod- 
ding up the stair*. When they reached die top, they 
come to a corridor with cows of doors on eiiher side. 
Hou- could they get past without meeting anybody? 
Nicholiiv clenched Wa fet, ‘Typical/ he muttered, 
"They tell you all about horses as vertebrate animals 
and what kind of teeth they have and so on and so 
focch. biology books C:l- j|tM full of tlje ilufT, Eut TOC a 
word about useful LEiiuirs like how to r,i l U pony up. 
stair* into a hotel bedroom,' 

One of the doom in the corridor was open and N'j i> 
liokis 1 :iu Id hear a eEiaiH&eimnid humming to herself 
as die worked, fie crept inwitk the demy hoping that 



hr would be able (o cW it. And then be caught flight 
of a ] 3 ; U; oE blankets, 1 1 - cautiously stretched wi his 
1 1;.: J a j-jd pulled n Min Act towards ■ le 1 1 1 . It raipl 1 t cni?:*! 
in hajaly. Suddenly he heal'd fool steps at hie other end 
oE rhe corridor. Hi ere w»s only one thiE' 1 : he could do. 
He unfolded the blanket and d-mped it over Danny 
iJ i:il 2:0’ even his head was Eihowi pit. 

Ts. wus the porter He snipped in fmni of Nicholas 
■with a stern e*t rression on tils f^W- 

' Where aie you off lo?' he said- Nicholas tried to 
meuck] nonchalanT. 

Tm ncn]ig to Room 1 1 n. We live there - 1 
‘And what's this Then?' Thr porter point wJ at the 
bundle o f blanket tl nil was Dan ny, 

Nw:twjlas swallowed, 'This? Oh, this - well you see, 
it - b Danny, my brother; he said. 'We're pkyitiR bora*. 
Gee u p , Da n- Come aloaj,' 

Tlit porter looked at the distil and Lent bundle oE 
blanket. "I-fe doiij-n't seem io be very well trained yet. 
He won’t do what you tell him,' he mid, laughing. Qff 
you go, up Ho yuu I eO 0:O L you 0 IOkLel’I cam 1 on 1 ike this 
It. chi corridors, The hriii -1 blankets aren't here for you 
to play with, you know,' 

Nichole wanted to go at owe, hut Danny wouldn't 
budge... lie jusi stood there under Lhi blanket, timue 
mi. Danny, off wr rro - 3 Nicholas fell desperate. All 
wOultl 5 js well if Danny kept quiet, but of course he 
didn't ■ H<; !:"- out a funny neighing sound. 

‘Would you believe it,’ raid the [sorter, 'Quite a good 
imitation. Not bod at all. He ought to wfi on the stage, 
yen 2 1 brother.* I he porter was just about to pat Danny 
through the blanket, but fortunately at that moment 
Danny decided, to move oiT, followed anxiously liy 
Nittwiks. 




'Well I’m blessed, Liu; things children get up to. You 
might almost thin}; ec was a real horse.* 

Nicholas led Danny past Auntie’s door and into his 
own 2 lion:. He turned the key twice in the lock, 
"Quiet pr.nv, Danny, while I make you a stable in the 
cupboard,' he said. 



Anna Stops Away 
from the Round T&Wef 


"If wc put some hay and carrots in hi shoe IjO* Ten him 
i,i- will probably oranage If we have to go out,' Anita 
said ir»c nest nicmnitig when she had opened the door 
of the wardrobe, wl i i eh was really a ljuiltdn cupboard, 
and said good morning to Danny. 

They had taken all then clot lies ou t of t he war tl rube 
so chat Danny should not gift sejned in else dark, and 
they had given hint the plastic waste-paptr hashes to 
drink out rrf during the mirh*. Danny seemed lively 
and happy as he gazed at them from under his Fringe. 

‘Who is going to clean up for hint?' Nicholas asked 
as he poepetl into tin: cccpl Kji'iid. 1 1 looked as any stable 
would when a hunw has spnit da- night I here: straw 
scat to ted about and b onw-dropp i ngs on the Floor. 

'Wi- must try co borrow a dustpan and brush and 
throve nil that down this LiviiLTny,’ Anna said earnestly, 
'You stay here and talk cr> Paurvy,' 

She went out into the oomdor and looked round for 
a brush. 

The clanners had starred thi i r work and were 
bustling about in the. rooms, hut of course they were 
using the brushes themselves. 

‘ExcuSft rue, may I borrow the dustpan and brush if 
you ran spare them?' Anna asked. 

‘You don't have to sweep up, dear. I'll dean yOur 
room later on," the ckanersaid kindly. 

l J3lii Fd like co do it myself T j . vh sweeping, 3 Anna 
said. 
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Danny seettwtl lively w.d happy m Ae gazed al. them 

from under his fringe 



'Here you are, linen,' th.r chranrr replied. : H.jl bring 
them. hack soon. I have a Lot to do.' 

Arina hurried tiack to iLeL room, She Swept lb' 
wardrobe dean, emptied Lb' waste-paper basket and 
placed it upside-down over the dustpan so that nobody 
could s«o what ahe had swept up . The cleaner wyx > '.ill 
liherr when Anna came past again and Anna dared not 
look ar her ss she slipped into rhe Lavatory. Sire flushed 
the dustpan and wiped Lt with several paper fowls 
before- slw? 5/avr? it !iaek_ 

I have tidied up so tin 3 roughly that there is no need 
for anyone to cojroc and do our room,' Anna told the. 
cleaner. She did pol look parlieulariy grateful and it 
was I lard to loll whether she would eorne in or- not, but 
Anna hoped for the best. She hurried back lo Nie- 
luibL 

'Of wo the cupboard doi'jr -u id all tin? windows," she 
whispered. ""We don't want 1 horsey Mm II in hers.’ 

Nicholas flung open the windows and let die sun- 
shine* in. Anna led Danny up to the window-sill for a 
Hull: fresh air. Ha Minuted with pleasure. Then he pul 
Ins muzzle on the window-ledge anti sniffed iis die 
traffic fumea. 

‘I -nok, Danny, there’s die dairy wc came put yester- 
day, ' Anna whispered in Ids right ear- and pointed to 
the shop, 

'And in that direction is the station wc arc going to 
travel fi mil tonsosrow, T Nicholas whispered in Liis Left 
tar, 

Danny nodded as though he had understood. 

Anna happened lo glance ncros' the road, find she 
caught sight ef a woman in a window opposite stand- 
t rig ihcre looking odd. 

'Look out, someone is staring at Danriyl' she whis- 
pered. 




Nicholas pulled Danny’s head in and stared back 
an^ly. 

'I'll i;kr i.: at, her uniil she thinks that she has seen a 
dog/ he informed Anna. 

hut Anna was getting iMirrtd. 

L T don't think vw dare leave him n somebody might 
Cunie : n it we are not here,' she murmured 'I had 
better stay at home with him . 1 

Sj.i- liacJwtf Danny into the cupboard pscain and 
snatched his head. There was a knock at the door. 
Anna just had time to give Danny another carrot and 
shut him in before Nicholas opined dm door a few 
inches. It wai Aunlkv 

’Can 1 ? T come, in P" 

X>h yes, of course, do coira in. Auntie. I just wanted 
co see who it was first, one has to lie so cajeful. you 

ElIJHJW.’ 

Am.ii tie. was all dr i , -;wi I ly go <ittL with tO&t find giuveX 

J i thought I'd take von to the Round 'lower today, 1 
she said. “It^a a most interesting iowtr which w as built 
three hundred years ago. Tliere is n telescope for look- 
5 pig at slats r:-n the t&of nnd you can see ihc whole of 
Copenhagen too." 

'1 hove heard chat one. can see the stars From any' 
pb.ee, as long as one sits somewhere dark, 1 Anna told 
die::.. 'If you O. in the ixltlucrr uf a wSi, fr>r hwtimer, 
so dial tine fight duUMi'i u-iu-.h you, you can sfe stars in 
broad. daylight.' 

'I have never heard that before,’ Auntie said pol- 
itely, ’but perhaps it's true.' 

"Yes, I’d much rather stay at home to sue if 1 can 
look at the. stars from tire hotel,' Anna went on, j can 
draw Liu: curtains so il gets quite dark, and I'll sit over 
here in the Miner {jeering out ' 
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' 1'hat is quite the silliest idea T have ever heard/ 
Auntie declared. "You can't sec any stars from Itwrc. 
Arid wh.tr is die fun o: sitting i-i <lu» pitch-dark, 
anyway? No. of corrrji: you must conic with us!" 

'But I fee! *j tired, 1 Anna moaned. "My let's feel as 
tEtfugh they tvere goin^ io lunak in 3ie.lt" nmet I can 
hardly stand up.' 

She sat down hastily on the bed. 

Auntie gave her a seaicEiing lrn.ik- 
'Of ceursi' , you walked too far yesterday/ she said 
finally. 'Why don't you tel I. us the truth, then, that you 
.rrr tired ' I don’t want IO lira;.; yrm ufF lu tf:-r Round 
Tower it you don't fed likes it. You get hack into bed 
and have a good rest Nicholas and I can look at the 
Round Tower on our own.' 

'Come on, then. Auntie, fet’s go at once,' Nicholas 
said Linp.ujerii.lv. 'Don't let’s ttaod hero getting mouldy/ 
There wus a thumping noise En the waidrtjJje. 
Danny was changing feet and must havr, thuuqicd his 
hooF against something, 

' What on earth is that noise T 
It must be one of the maids bumping ;»nuud with 
the vacuum cleaner , 1 Anita explained hastily. " L ' he has 
been out there all the morning making that itoise.’ 

1 an sorry we shall no l have you with us. 1 Auntie 
said ' I was planning to take you io tin: King’s Garden 
for Eunch. It is quite dose and would be very con- 
venient. 1 

: I nan havn lunch here in my room/ Anna, suygi'stad. 
'Ckmldii'L you ask them (o ?end it up to save me going 
out? f don't mind at all if you aud Nicholas have hunch 
.it that place." 

'Vu'.'je a very good c.irl, Anna,' Auntie said. 'Well, 
Ill's tlo that Ihen. 1 nrik after yourself, dear." 
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Nicholas opened the door so that they would get uu. 
quickly and Auntie waved to Anna. 

They stopped ni the porter 1 * drat and ordered lunch 
for Anna at twelve o'clock. 

'1 rn'.irt ask ihe children not Clh stump and jump SO 
much in therr room.,' the porter ••• i id j Wk have had 
complaints ftori'i tint lloor lie-low, It is better if they 
piny hi u ties Out uf cleNirs.' 

Auntie stared at hurt in amazement. 

The children don't bang about,' shr said : Ti i:- ihe. 
cleaner with lice raj pur sweeper in ecu’ corridor, I 
firiirtl it myself just iniw.’ 

‘Well, then I must apologize," ihe porter said. : I have 
to comply with Che wishes of our guests- Bui of taim-ie 
they CtyuM lie niLslilk-ftn. 1 

Nicholas said initliiitt;. ITt: just longed to pet away, 
and he felt eotty for Anna who would have to struggle 
hIdth- with all i he hotel cleaners arid jjiuirm until after 
lunch, 

Amide brought out her map of Gopenhagm and 
found the Round Tower. Ti wmM! Far. They mily had 
To walk past the Church nf Our 5 ,ady :tnd down Great 
Kannikestrcet. Nicholas soon spotted the tower above 
the rooftops. They found the entrance and ,\ti n+i— paid 
for IhilIi of them Iq git in. 

From Sjj'Iiiw [Em ti‘ivrr did fUt li Mik very 1 1 i-j.l i, [lot Lt 
look ,i long time to set up, 

‘Why are there no stairs in here - tr i= just one Jong 
steep hilt,’ NieEiolis ;ciid. 

'Yet, that is strange/ Auntie agreed. 

Sin: got ouL a booklet about the Round lower 
which ihe keeper had given her and began to 
read. 

One could get right to the top in a racing car and 


Go 


Jowri iignin on roller skates/ Nicholas remarked as he 
Sl rvggfcd uphill. 

Mere wc are 1 ' Auntie had hutrid rbe place in die 
'look. 'Tsar i'ctrr the Gitsie rode a 15 die way up iljis 
Lo'wer when he came to look at rhe stars through the 
telescope, and fah wife followed him in a carriage 
drawn by m horses. I suppose they found it more con- 
venient to drive i ip„ 33 lifts had not Ix-m invented/ 

L Was the whole tower built for horses?’ .Nicholas wx- 
claimed. ■ I wish f had k nijwn !’ 

"Wliat would yen have done then?' Auntie 
wondered. 

M would haw brought a Uone J know/ Nicholas 
rcplirxl , 

Auntie lau^ued, Nicholas was about LoU'll her that 
it wa,- noLEiinp to laugh at, and dial he meant it, hut he 
3 top fire] h im'-elF just in [inns. 

They struggled slowly up towards [Em [no of the 
tower. Hair-way up there was a tfirln room with a ceiu- 
Ejcopa and many strange tilings front the rimes of 
Tycho Brahe, the astronomer, Nidialas looked ;le 
everything and then they continued up to the top of 
the to-wfti. 

Up rimre Nicholas put a coin rn the telescope and 
turned it round tn liiuk at the view of Copenhagen, Jle 
Cried to Eind lhe window of Arina's impd bedroom to 
ice what she was doing with Runny, but tt was no 
goml. On the way down Nicholas ran as fast ;-,s In; 
Could down the indoor hill He kept to the ouLjsde wall 
to jirct the full curve and to get a peed speed up. Auntie 
kept to llm inside where die hill turned on itself. In this 
way she had a. much shorter distance to wall and could 
take it gently while NkEioUs ran for afl he was worth. 
She still got to die button i at the Eame time as be did. 
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T e;ti(. to iJhr- frj rri.er fi n;i E' Nicholas shouted ns 
Auntie sfi>p|ieti m Liny postcards- by the l. 

'W'air a Utglcj. vfe. ruu.iL sand a card to Mammy and 
Daddy , 1 i Li j id. Auntie and wmttf : 

Sdy Dears, 

Nkbulak aiid F liars jim brm Lip lire Kuuni Twct. Earn 
Bgine nic strutting up a spiral hill mere than 100 high! 
I had U> llfini .'.-hi mi L lliL pn tier 1 1 of iny En 1 s.it lea-rfri } 1 ID 
avoid getting giddy iNirheifas would have Irked 1c r-rir up, 
hi, i uaEarluoatiity lit liiid tlO herts- What an idea! — wherr. 
would be have fral ikic from ? Now we imisl hurt* Ji omc in- 
Anna who Is having a quiet irxL in die hotel 1 o ept het 
urmnniJi up Eur tonight when Wf arc j^iing to I’ivoli. 

From atl of u£,Ti;ia, 

That was whm Auntie thought on Friday. She 
ponied the card and caBed §aiEy tr> Nichiolas- 

l Noav we will go to the Kiny’s Garden to have a leek 
at a stsitiu; f>r the great writer Hans Christian An- 
dersen. You remember hi:, story about the tmdai bon 
don't you? With a dog who lien eyes as lapge a* the 
Round Tower ? 1 

"I, thr 3 '.liui€ outside or indoors ? 1 NichoJas asked, 

'Chat oE door* of course. The King's Garden is a 
park, you sce.‘ 

lj l here ip aw round the statue? 1 

‘I should think so. Arc you so hungry that you 
intend to cut grusi?" 

'] t’s not for ntc," \ irhulus replied. 'But 1 LI tafeu»enfl 
hack Iol Anna, fiiere's ntrl Hi i rijr she likes better than 
fresh grass, Ir’s ran!, you know 1 ' 



Tivoli err JVvi ? 


'■ dmught you would nrvvi get back , 1 Anna said a* tbc 
door dosed behind Aunt* and Nicholas sat down with 
i \*fe [L ed'ffe Of the bed. TV had such a to-do! 

bust the cleaner came and wanted to tidy up, | had 10 
“y lhi " brooms give ute bay-fever to make her 1^, 

1 lien n man from the floor below came up arid said 
a bat ha would report me to the management if 1 didn’t 
stoo jumping up ;ircl down in here. After that a walter 
fuougftf iiLy Fundi and at that moment Danny dficidcd 
to neigh . 3 

'VI mi d:d you Kiyp" 

'I jmrl rt was rhe man in ti.n tikuu below, laughing. 
But (hat's a lie. T don't tEtmk he has over laughed in hi, 
lib?,' Anna said crossly . 

^ on jioor tiling/ said Nichpbts. 'And we .-ire jjot 
leaving until tomorrow, wo is* luck. WLiar if Auntie 
ul na's us out tonight as wi ll? Then something dreadful 

w,|| liappuri 11 

Wo -irrip’v mustn’t leave Danny alone for 11 single 
moment/ Anna declared. 

Auntie haul gone to her room to change for dinner. 
V-. i l wa., 1 1 leir 3 asl day, and everything was to be pec . 

fcrJy festive, she was putting oh her poacocMduc 

1 1 lew with the gold pendant. She hud told NTcholu to 
I" i'h his hair, arid Anna wii to wear her Jurat dresr. 

We have ta go down into (ho dining-room for a 
1 1 Hi while, but we must take turns to come up and 
" ii.i' .1 look at hint, f have wound my hat round one of 
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hii front feet and your flannel round (he other hjiic. My 
fhinric] is round one of his hind feet - but I didn't know 
what to put pound the Four lh one. i t was silly of you to 
.give your tap to the nkplutilt, 1 

'Well, what did you use?" 

T took ysiur pyjama jacket, and that's not niurh 
pood either, because the buttons tattle. But it will lave 
to do. 1 

Anna lay down on lies' stomach on the Boor arid 
rooted round amori# die clothes under the. 1 usd to find 
litt best dress, They I uu I had so hide oil this doilies 
tliefe, otherwise Anrit iir would have wondered why 
they were amt liiLiiyiniJ in the wardrobe. The dress 
looked rather crumpled, 

'Hurry up, so she doesn't come bock again,' Anna 
whispered, ’We'll give hiin his food just before we t-u 
so thi4he can occupy himself eating while we are away.' 

Nicholas scratehad through bis hair with the comb 
aj.d Anna -Hunts her tiest dress on as quickly as a tic 
could, Auntie came out of lor door as they stepped 
into (lie corridor, 

'I must ;usl l™y a paper and find oul the limes of the 
evening iuru.j.sfctjjiujta, 1 she said with a ntyswrioua air as 
they went dowTistn irs. 

Nicholas and Anna shuddered, 

They trooEwd Into the dinijig'ioom together- 

TVa wane the very best you have to oiler,' Auntie 
said gaily to the waiter as she opr nail die paper. 

'Chicken, and afterwards ice-cream with hoi choco- 
late sauce?' the waiter suggested, 

’Yes-, pleiue, 1 Aujiiie decided. 

J J Like sausages and Friird potatoes better, 1 Nicholas 
raid, 'Bui I’El eat whatever you give i ut At teasL if it is 
ice-cream with chocolate sauce.' 
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i'Ai- ii'nr Jiariirg (2; « picture 0.1 the: hf.ri fiflgc nf 

Aunties paper 

Anna said nothing. She was stai inp ai a picture on 
dm luick page of Auntie's paper. 1 l was rather blurred* 
hut me could w:e quite clearly dial h WrlS £ pjctYtce of 
herteif with Tl-mr:'.’ beiidn her. The happy winner of 
da' Zun miniature |Xiciy was Miss Anna Nielsen 1 it 
said What if Auntie turned the paper over? 

Auntie glanced ;it tie front uage for a moment 
before dm opened the paper uut, 

T wonder if the aniust-men t guide is at tlie front 
oral ihe back?’ slie said. 

'Probably at the front - almost certain Anna 
said. 

"No, ii ttne?n't scctn to be, 3 Auriiir replied, 
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Sll!'. Ill mi 1 3 Ovei It few n iurc pages. A ri pa ?.Lirr[c':ht:iJ 
up so that she could see Etow Far Auntie bad srot- Oily 
;'i few more pages now'. Just, tw o or three, and crow she 
had reac-hed the last page but out. fihe sat three staring 
at the paper. 

'What is it?' Nicholas aslteil- 

‘1 tssi/t in.;! what I ant looting for, 1 Auntie r plied- 
That i .1 yi'iy odd !' 

Anna stared sit Nicholas Intently, to slop him from 
looking a t 6 he pa per, She- was noL sue e that lie would 
In: aide to kee; ' their secret if he suddenly caught sight 
ii! tin! pictu i u. Nicholas jusr staled ImitIs. niosaly with- 
olP understanding what it was all about. 

Anna glanced, at Auinii'. Then sba noticed that 
Auntie v, as looking at them in a trod.iEsd way over the 
lop of clip paper. 

'[ think we'll nut first and think about the nest step 
afterwards, otherwise we'll get no peace, 3 

‘T i .-iiuk so too,’ Anna agreed, 

'E‘.ut die food hasn’t cotnu yet. Let rue took at ihe 
cat toons in th c me-ii n tsrnr,’ 

‘NicEwEasI 3 Anna burst out. ’One doesn l r*frd m the 
table!' 

'Auntie is doing it, an. why shouldn't I ' 1 ’ Nicholas ru- 
bor ted eroEsty. :Te couldn't understand why Anna 
didn't want him to look at the paper. 

‘ i ..cl him lift as ho likes, as it ts the lanl day/ Auntie 
said reasonably. 

She sat bach in her chair mid stared straight ahead, 
Nicholas opened Lite paper. 

1 1 could mu Ire helped. As Nicholas was holding the 
paper, the pinna e on the back page was ectaelly on a 
level with Auntie's ops. Hit ga™: ieejiw.d to rest on the 
picture of Anna and would havo burned a hole in Lhe 


paper just when Anna's F.iee was if her looks had been 
burning rays. hvt tt was difficult to say whether A unde 
n.diy saw wlm :h- was looking at ur if ihe was just 
.-taring without seeing, 

Anna damped Mrs hands rightly under die tahlo and 
thought: ‘If I keep my hands together air the time she 
v dl notice notin’ i 1 She clenched 3 :ii fingers so hard 
that it hurt. Suddenly Auntie focused hej eyes and 
frowned. Her eyes moved as- though die were reading, 
Anna could have sworn that Auntie had been reading 
tlve t£*i under the picture of the pony. But she kept her 
hands clasped alE the same. Aumie said ; 

‘Now pul i he paper away irruncdialdy, Nicholas! 3 

Nu’.lwilas looked vlp ir| surprise. 

Tint I've only looked at the first strijj,' ho mid. 

‘That's enough/ Auntie declared. There's nothing 
but had news in the papers. 1 

She took the jiujier and folded it first pric way and 
tisen the other, The pic turc of An na was folded ou L ol 
view and A unde put the paper behind her bark. Nic- 
holas did not object, ;t S be found it difficult to rend 
EkmisL Anna hreathed again and gently unclasped her 
hands. Whatever had dome over Auntie? 

As Arma was wooded^ about this the waitei ttmst 
tn with their Iasi dinner. The chicken looked delicious, 
and Nicholas and Anna Etsd a leg eas-fi. Anna struggled 
with her knife and fork, I ml Nicholas seltled foi fingers, 
and picked tile leg up and tore at it with Ins tenth. 

'Typical tab It; imumcr-s of Taraart, sou id thr a 
tl.O'.ir.! i l Antm. 

Auntie made sure Uicy had as much as they wanted, 
nnd ordered extra H lOrn-late satire for the iee-cifssttt. 
When die-..' Imd all finished Auntie took a deep Esrenth 
and turned to the children. 
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‘Now I was intending m take you (it rivoll, 1 she said. 
l Ai you know, they have roundabouts tin 1 :'- arid i 
invited i back. I jwisoniilly dlo not cart much fur <nund- 
abouts, a.:. they make me It'd giddy, and on the switch- 
back ! sick.' 

‘What i shame, Auntw, Lite switchback is ih* 
greatest fun of all,' Nicholas mid apprchcnsively. 

Hi- lid not wan i to l-u to '1 ivoli at all, he wanted to 
stay at home with Danny, hut he cuedd not very well 
he so absurd as to sac that switch tacks weren't fun. 

Of course there are oLtwr thing b worth seeing at 
Tivoli,’ Auntie roi itln ued. 'There is the puppet 

theatre, foj example- 1 

‘But tha switchback is much more fur,' Nicholas 
aaid staunchly, yet he wondered how tie could say after 
that that he didn't want to go on tire switchback ai aft 
thm evening. 

I think Ll icy used -osell tumdyilos; at Tivoli ton, but 
that only spoils your tcelh,' Auntie went on- "And it 
doesn't taste very nice richer.’ 

"No, hut it is fi m io cat,' Anna said , which was < rue, 
after ;tfl. 

‘But yiiu have just had Such a loco! good things to 
eat.' Auntie said reptoadiiully, ‘sn we wouldn't 171 
there just for the sake of the candyfloss. 'the only 
realty amusing thinj; at Tivoli t; the flua circus, but [ 
suppose you have seen rlmt before.’ 

No, wc haven't,’ Nicholas -mid. '1 have never fern a 
iiea iin rny life.’ 

'Thai is not realty worth seeing either. Ti Es Just some 
uiiftH creatures pulling tiny little carriages and bal- 
fnn:i]jif aEo:»g on a thread, 1 believe. '["liat :s all I can 
remi-mlrer about Tivoli - I can’t really tec why it is so 
famous. Perhaps you don't want to go?” 
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Nicholas nr 1 1 Anna looked at cadi othur. How could 
they he re rude a? to ted AintLie that they didn't want 
to go, when she was ro kindly inviting them f 

'Wed, of course we wan t to , .’ Nicholas said doubt - 
fully. 

Thank you, Auntie, tEiat would he very nice . . .’ 
Anna started and then fell silent. 

Auntie sighed. 

'EJ:il"i nil mutely we can’t go Tivnli has no( opened 
for 1 he reason vet. It doesn't open until 1 May. I just 
found cut hem the paper, 1 can't tell you how sorry I 
am Lo have m disappoint you.' 

A ii rt Lie look miserably ‘"i.m, Nicholas to Anna. 

At lust they understood, 

'It doesn’t m. 1 iter. Auntie,' said Anna gaily, Ti 
doesn’t matter one little hit!’ 

‘Never nund," Nicholas said, ‘I don't want to po to 
Tivoli,' 

'We cam ilo ih nr some other time,’ Anna added. 

'I've linen c'n a switchback hundreds of times, 1 Ncc- 
h-ulas continued, ‘and the one in Stockholm es probably 
a thousand times 1 retier, F 

'Roundabouts are- only for babies.’ 

’And poppet theatres too.’ 

"Candyfloss only malms von sticky.’ 

‘And who wants JIculs, airyway?' Nicholas mur- 
mured. 

‘I would rather go to bed early,’ Anna said, ‘to that I 
fed really fresh for travelling lomojuuv," 

'So would 1, Nicholas add.-: I and gave Auntie a 
hearty thump on the I link., Tm glad wc don't have 0a 
go our on the rst/ide arpi inl’ 

Auuiic retimed quite overcome. Finally she said ; 

it really is noble of you fo take it like this. I was 


afraid you would both ‘un crying'- After nil, ih r v5;.ii 
FO Tivoli ;r- going to fc-r the Lhm part of the whole visit 
c l h Copenhagen," 

Li i jotiid nevet fame been tb-nt,' Nicholas mu red 
her. 'I know something much, better.' 

' W I iji imvhit can that be? 1 

AV'c'll t"LI you that w-hm, we get borne, Auntie,' 
Amu rjjjd quick Jy- 


Auntie and the 
Laughter in the Wardrobe 


I tic lusl thing Aunt Tina did tin* iicks day was to 
write u final. podrard to Stockholm . She wrote ; 

My Diara, 

Something rtnible happened yeiierday - [ivnli was 
oldsed: We Cuuld not go, and tu ra p nil [ fUad hi i be paper 
that a ce i tain Alton Nielsen Imd wot] llie patiy j M tine Znn 
lottery. What n near thing! The cJuldrnn might have wgrj, 

. ^ - 1 *■■ i iningfiie, even thn lurneoJ the ty iil ii’ag altnust the sn nr cl 
Buil 1 managed tn prevt IH ihcm from leading ,,bouL ibu 
wretched business The Jiltlf dears pretended lieu Llscy d-d 
not want tn gy> to Tiv.Ji nr nil, and w. n: Led like IpjiiJv: 
N.JW M-r ft re gi. iui£ out ro bujf souvenirs, We shall perih^hLy be 
bark home keEore you gti ihis rani 

Your dc voted Tina 

T’lit wsuwhnl A until thought on Saliurlity. 

She got diwsed at a leisurely pace and rang th. v 
c-idii ■■ tn a;i foi tint hill, At die mine (Lore ij lC - asked 
him to get a porter to fetch their luggage iu limr- for 
tin: uviin H at;d LEiftri :die rang Niehokis and Amm to tell 
them what Hie bait arranged- 

L'orhaps you had better psicJ; your things as soon as 
IHjsmbk,' she suggested. Tin™ we will have the rest of 
li:C day free for shopping / 1 

'Y r es, wr'il do that,' Nicholas jepliml, ‘ We'll come in 
to >4ii ae soon as we arc JituaFieiS, Auntie; wait fur 
us - 1 

Then he put die receiver down and said: 
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'XtKrt comet tlic difficult part. flow on ea rth are we 
going to pack Danny?' 

Anna stared at him. She su'd Hhc haul planned E or 
Danny co travel in lEli 1 . guard's son- 

‘Stupidr Nicholas unclaimed. ’Wtn-Ji* (ki we get lca? 
money- h it a £oods ticket?" 

Anna iri«d to dunk of a E»:cLcj idea. Perhaps they 
could cover him with a blanket alt at ft, and lead him 
down to the station if they were careful. 

'Stupid! 1 iaid NidioU< again, ‘There is always a 
doorman by die hold erur.i nee. Do you think he’ll let 
uk 150 off with the hotel blankets? 1 

He was right of course. L ite blankets were ;dl 
marked with che name King- Frederick. 1 he doorman 
would know ell once where they came from. Bor 
pejtiapj they could fmd ari emergency exit to lead 
Danny out through one that was not 1 landed. Out* 
they gut him out, they could tie him <0 some lamp-post 
near the station until it was lime to smuggle hnn on Lo 
the train, through tiw turnstile. 

'Stupid! 7 Nicholi’i sulci for the third time. I low 
could we do that? Horse* can’t o;q through a turnstile, 
they would have to he folded in the middle li r st-’ 

Anna was getting died of Nicholas. 

'You think ol s; mu: thing yourself, IhnsV she snJcfl. 
"You haw Mitull day. HI tell Auntie ci at you want to 
shop alone, and die and 1 can nyiitther. The train 
ducsjvt leave until tonight. Stupid you rsi-l E !' 

Nicholas looked surprised for a moment, Imt soon 
collected hiinsul T. 

'All right, you e.o,' he said. "T' : l fix Danny’’ 

He opciiJd the window in Let out the stable smells 
and opened die cupboard dm>t is? let Danny out, k was 
his turn In dean up. 
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Arina hurried in ro Aunlit. 

Aunttc was reading the paper, but quiikEy put it 
away when Anna cnmecn. 

! Hr>w dutch, StlOnev have yim Et'ff to bily pfCsirnli 
with ? 7 Auntie asked. 

Anna opened her puree slowly and looked inside it to 
gain lime. She only had a Danish coin worth a few 
pennies and the other ticket for the Zoo lotcety. 

Thnc’s not much , 1 Auntie said. T told you it was 
silly co waste money on lottery ticket*, Bur J'|| tell you 
what we can do: | 'll buy the ticket from you, and Chen 
you'll have a crow 11 each again. 1 can keep die ticket, 
and if there is any prize, I'll get it instead.' 

‘I shouldn’t think there will lie a prize. They have 
already had die draw, and I would havr known . 3 

: Maybe/ said Auntie, 'hui I'll lake that risk, as ynu 
were sc. good yesterday and didn't make a fuss about 
Tivoli. Tell ntt when you have decided wlinc to buy, 
arid T will pay with the tinki.-Lm iimey/ 

1 low t: ind Aim tie wns I Anna took her I ty the arm 
and potted In r dipt sleeve a= they walked along. &Eic 
glanced At the doorman in die Etulcl entrance, and, 
sure enough, he was standing riylu in the middle of die 
doorway making himself look big just where Dm-.riy 
wouli I have h:tcl to pass. How ever, Alma decided to 
forget -il| her worries for a while. After a?I, the train 
was nor due to ii m fi.n lung time yet. 

They went to n wonderful big diop called 'The Per. 

1 11a ~ |L tjl Art Ealiibi lh ,rt’. Ai miiei voi 1 guf ng Co buy pre- 
sents tlicre to take bn me tu her friends. 

The Jtop I wked hke an enormous glass aquariucu, 
all made of windows. 

Auntie bought a lovely ptiiiiiiLghtdiEue dn-s* with a 
pattern of northern lights on ii for lierself, amis fchtese- 
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cutter tor her best friend. Anna found a little wooden 
stork’s nest tint she wanted, and a rod soldier with a 
hrarsk-PCL fur Nicholas. Auntie paid for them. 

After 1 1 t they went to a shop where you con Id buy 
Danish porcelain. Auntie bought herseif a blue tcaj>oi, 
and a vase Ftn the chiMrau’i pajentsi, In tin; meantime 
Anna bad found nit ash-tray with I tans Andersen's 
little mermaid on it for her fatherland two small |jor- 
tclain birds hi him; for Ihst mother. Auntie paid for 
tiknse too. 

They went jq :i Large sweet-shop In buy sweets. 
Anna those a golden boK of cat's tongues tnade of 
chocolate, 1'Jns she insisted on giving to Aunt Tina for 
being so kind and - iking them with her to Denmark, 
Auntie said that Anna’s one crown would jmy for ihai 
too 

They bad is. ken a vt;ry long time over their shop- 
ping and now it was ■ i i, : J 1 1 time to go home. Anna was 
worried iiljowt Dnnny again. She. eouJtfn 1 believe tbit 
Nicholas had anangud nviwythrng for the bc=3. She fell 
she must hurry Imnw arid find out what he bad 
done, 

'Now p;i(.:fe carefully so that nothing grits broken,’ 
Auntie said as they paned ouLSiidr tin ir Smtel rooms. 

Antra just nodded. She thought could hear 
Dan try kicking iti lire cuphwi nd, although he s-hould 
have been gone from there long ugo. 

Well, whaL have you planned foi us to :fo? F Anna 
asked when she saw Nicliolas and Dor my exactly 
where she had kit them. 

Nicholas looked srubbom. 

J We can't get Danny uni through the enwrgertcy 
exit, because then; is a fire-escape Jadbi i there, and 
horses can’t climb.' Nicholas said. -.A mi we can't creep 
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iLuwn the main staircase when nobody is looking, hr- 
i lust' h-Or'cs can’f walk rfon r: sLirirn, they can only walk 
up I le worrt do it. YVr’il have 1o put hijjj in Auntie’s 
trunk , T 

Now el wm Anna's turn to so i IT contemptuously. 

'Stupid !' she cxclaiicu'cl. 'Snrdly you rcalhe that that 
won’t work! 3 

’Oh vi it will,' said Nicholas. '{ have tried it,’ 

Anna toughed crossly. Certainly Auntie’s Smnk wets 
ib' bulkiest she had ever seen - Auntie liked her 
dre-sres to travel banging up, they must not y^t i hr 
slightest bit citrihcd, and the uunk looked like a little 
wan! robe - but all the sunc . , , 

'] EUppOSn yrm have asked Auntie ir you can borrow 
it?’ she asked in bet most aunuying voice. 

‘No. hue I haws born out folding boxes to put 
Auntie’s things in so that they pet to Stockholm loo, 1 
NichoTa* said coolly. 

He patted Danny rm ihe murdr, 

'Stand sleEI hcra, Danny, and he- quiet, we mini just 
KO in nr Auntie and have a look at wYmrihing,' he said, 
and closed the cuphoard eIoOt, 

Just then Auntie. came in, 

'Now I'd like jo see if you have packed every thing, 3 
she said. The porter will soon he here ami then all tin; 
bur.': must be ready/ 

Nicholas and .'Anna wine taken so much hy surprise 
that they could think of nothing to say, If she had 
connc in only a few seconds earlier, die woultf have 
Swn Danny - all of Ellin. 

' Where- nre your suitcases?' Auntie asked. 

Anne hurriedly dragged tEiem out front utidcr a bed. 
Jrartunately NicEuibix bad packed them. It looked as if 
he had Wised everything in with a spade anif then 
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jumped on trip t<i get i bic- cases shut, but aSC tbeir things 
were there, 

'What a way to pack!* Auntie isselain'icd- 'Why can't 
Mummy teach you to use suitcases that ate big 
enough? It wouldn't cost you nny more, and think of 
the; advantage of getting everything in easily. Welt, we 
can’t do anything jibovt it now,' 

■rri bring huge trunks next time. 1 Nicholas said 
helpfully, '1 pmjjjLso I will. Auntie]' 

There was a neighing soiumI From the tupboArtl- 
Auntie hardly looked surprised at all to scarf with. 
TJicri she sforwijr turned round. 

‘What was that!" die asked. 

Nicholas and Anna could not reply. 

Auntie linked at I he cupboard. 

'Who on earth on be laughing Lll tliat strange way 
in the cupboard ?° sin: asked. 

Nicholas and Anna had no am, war thb lIjeh- either. 
They wKrts hoping iii.il Auntie would not believe her 
''in 1 , if they said not hitlg about the whole business, Bui 
Auntie took a step lowanis die cupboard, Nicholas col- 
lected hinisdl with a tremendous t-Ffor t, 

'll is only die hall [x>msr T " heurid, 

'The hall porter? The porter ll l What in heaven’s 
name is he doing ir. your cupboard ?’ she exclaimed. 

'13 c probably lias some Lit tie jnh in do,’ Nicholas 
tried. 

Auntie mini led. 

In the pitch dark? What : ortoE pleasure would dial 
pi',' ir him? When a terrible laugh! It sounded just like 
th'. 1 neighing of a horse. What does lLltle Ji lluv. mean 
by sitting in the cupboard, laughing?’ 

'Perhaps lie is not suring, lie may be Mending,' Nic- 
holies suggnsK'dr 
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Ann tie looked at him os if she had never seen him 
before. She didn’t seem to think that his suggestion 
n silly improved die HluaLkm. 

if it is die hall porter, he must be mad,' Auntie 
decided. 'What kind of hotel is this? He must gnt out 
of there at twice. Tel! him so!' 

She iried to approach rhe door, but Anna stood ist 
tin; way, 

'Flcasc, Auntie, we can't do Lfiac/ *he faid "Don’t 
diilrnb hi; - , [t's not om cupboard, after all, It belongs 
to the hotel,’ 

'What nonsense ! if we’ve paid for die room, wc 
have a right m the cupboard a-, wi II, arid he need not 
think that T intend to pul up with hri ridiculous neigh- 
ing, Let me past!' 

Nicholas went and stood next to. Anna in fmui. of 
the c upboardr 

'Don’t open the door. Auntie, pi rliajis he counting 
die hangers In there, nr nutyfc be wants to be in peace, 
aurl quiet 1o work out bow ninny rooms art* vacant 
today . . r su that he knows what to answer when 
people ring up." 

"Well, they worth ring him op in the cu 31 board, will 
drey?' Auntie said angrily. 'I've never heard such a 
ridiculous idu 1! You really are terrible child itti for 
contradicting. One would have to look far and wide to 
hurl anything to beat suclr pig-beadednew. I am be- 
ginning to understand how ycucr father got Iris grey 
hairs and ail llirae wrinkles in his forehead.’ 

'BijL Daddy has said that ci:.s should not disturb 
people one ckjeui't know, 1 Nicholas went on stub- 
IxM-nly, Tic kept his liancis bohiml his back, realizing 
that he would have to staii fingering the key Lri a 
casual sort of way if he was going to manage to Lls-n it 
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and jrci it out before Auntie reached the- door. Anna 
tried lo help. She grabbed Auntie by the aim. 

'Come on, don't I ft l’s take any notice of him ' she 
hedged, ’We c^ri pretend vm l£LlI i i^l hear, then he'll 
SH'.iuit l-i.i away. Look, from 1 K ii window you can see the 
dairy I went jiaM yesum day. You c.insrc it much hitter 
from this window.* 

Au 1 1 tit; shook herself free. She- was getting eelglo a nd 
utorc angry. 

'Dairy this and dairy ihar! T done know how long 
yuu tailed about that wretched shop yi-jmrelay. What 
is all i h is unhealthy nonsense about dalritiS? Surely you 
a re net a baby any longer-, An ria? 1 

She went resolutely back (0 die cupboard and 
pushed Nicholas aside. If . a the key vra# gone, Auntie 
took a step bailwaicb. 

'Now 1 understand Lr all.’ahe said looking at the chi I - 
droit. 'He’s drank, of course, and be has gorm in there to 
slce[> it olT- And h* has taken die key with him.’ 

Auntie knocked at thrf- tliM'ir. 

' Huy , you in there, come ou( at once ! ' 

When she said chat Danny neighed agnin- 

Tlcsisfc leave him abnc,’ Arina and Nicholas both 
implored her wirh their rnosi coaxing voices. 

Auntie looked at them though [fully. 

Von are too young to understand this," she said 
.finally. 'I shall speak to the hotel manager. You go into 
my room in die meantime atid stay there.’ 

Auntie walked briskly to the telephone jlemI lifted 
ihe receiver. But there was no list to giv* her Lire 
number of the hotel manager. 

Insfficuint F r she mapped as ilic pushed the childien 
in front of her out (if ihe mom. 

She left ttrem in her mom with a waiting: 


7® 


Thm’lyo hark ;:i I here while 1 nm, iiway, Yon never 
know ivhat drunken people might get up to. 1 shuJJ be 
back immediately.' 

She hurried olT down ifiO corridor, 

Nil-in das and Anna stood foj a moment as if struct 
by lightning, but then they both pulled [luimsslvas 
together, 

'They an' urj! going to touch out very own pony 3 J 
Nicholas said. 

'Leth rescue him into lids room fur the lime being, 
and after that ire’ll -iw.', 1 Anna said hurriedly. 

They herb rushed back to t-eir room. 

Danny was delighted to get out of dm cuplxo id. Hr: 
capered wildh, in Lhe corridor uinl kicked for joy :ri 
Auntie's room. 

'Dai ling Danny! You are as pretty as a kitten and a 
Squirrel and Audrey Hepburn all m ones:] Wk irntvt g-^t 
you home somehow,' Anna mu i mured. 

Don't stand there being soppy!' Nicholas told her. 
'Auntie will soon he: i-.arik she is hot on our trail . . 

"What sbol] wo do then?’ Anna asked helplessly. 

Tut turn En Aunt it's trunk, as E said, 1 Nicibtilas whis- 
pered. 'tier lier things out quickly ~ shove them all 
in Lite wardi uIh'. 1 

They rushed oi^r to the trunk and opened it wido. 
What a terrible lot of clothes Ainitio; had brought just 
for one week] They grabbed an armful each and then 
ciipic hack for odds and ends several rimes. It aeesLied 
to tab e age s before everyth mg was stowed away in the 
cupboard. And now for Duiielv - what luck tbai the 
Li-uetk was so higl 

TjOofc how guncE he i*, going in without a murmur, T j 
Anna said as :he led Danny Into the t;unk. ’My poor, 
very own pony l 1 
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'He i; mine just ah much/ iNjebolo: 1 pro miied. 'Oct 
am of the way so ihaL I can dose tEie trunk. I must 
make some holes too, so (hat he can Iwaathe.' 

Nicholas sot some scissors out of the desk :lcli] set to 
work making ;l hole in a conrsr oF the trunk tie would 
have to buy Auntie another miu with his pocket-money 
pvemually. Time enough to worry about iliai Liter. 

'You did ek ajj up in the cupboard, t hope'- 1 Anns 
said breathlessly, 

■Yes. but of course thesis is a bit of a smell stilE.' 

They both stared at the dosed door as if thou were 
trying io sw. w«s* was going to happen in the newt 

nOutcL 

There wu.i a knock at the door, 

T nin Ffosn the Railways. There is a trunk to he 
cs^l led for here, is there?’ a porter said to Anna when 
die opened the door, 

Anna felt Like dapping tier hands. 


'Do ramp io? The trunk is here. You take it, 
it's all ready!’ 

The porter earns in arid lifted one end of the 
trunk, 

'It’s <]iiiii' n weight, isn't it? What could hr inside, I 
wonder?' 

’Well,' said Nicholas, 71 belongs To the animal kmg- 
dcun and begins with the letter T, that I can tell you. 
But don’t tty to guesa, we haven’t Ljnyfc Wo have ji 
train to natch!’ 
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’Co w itLi him to die station, so you see where he puts i(, h 
An nn whispered to Nicholas- 'I II toll Ai infill Li tit you 
hove jporw ahead.’ 

Nicholas looked seated, [it was afraid that he would 
not Lie aisle to manage alone, but Anna gave him a shtmf- 
'Ii says on the Lttitt which train vre are trains. The 
porter is sure to know tine way. Vou must Set Dtmjiy 
out as ?oon as you pet on Una train, otherwise it is 
Cruelty d> smiiniU, you sec- 1 

Nicholas rushed aftci the porter, who had already 
disappeared round the corner with the triinJ; on his 
1:11 k trolley. 

Anna sighed with relief and worn E.iacJt to her room. 
She had to see how Auntie was getting un. 

Am it if: was standing in Fra nt of the open cup bon rd 
together with an elegant far gentleman: and the large 
porter from the reception desk. 

Oil yes, fic did!' Annua was saying as Anna came in. 
T heard him myself, sitting in there laughing. I don't 
cans if a thousand witnesses saw him in. icccption; 
somebody was in hert, and dial's ll fact. And don’t 
interrupt me, I tell you! i am the one who does die 
lalktng. How can we ever hope So clear up n.inish- 
Swetli =!• relationship! ami ijitoi>Scandinavian »l- 
labora tinn and friendship and understanding across 
the seas if any hotet porter who ctiooses can sit and 
Laugh in one’s cupboards, just like that? The. children 
were 1 erriljMd : r 




‘Bsrttse me . . 7 said dir pcirirr, 

'There must be some ttusunderstanding,' said the 
hotel uiai lager. 

And I rj(i:;'t V.'ifit to FiO interrupted Cither , 1 Auntie 
c:i'iiii:iLiJE , il ■[ want all dm cleared up before die rr.an 
COFEWS lO fctdl Oils luggage.' 

lie ihea already/ An na said , 

'flood !' said the hotel manager. 

Auntie wheeled round. 

She ^tabbed the child: r i A suitcases and threw 


' l --*'i l J hi. iit/J '" duttde inOr ravtgg . . , 




;i. coFnm^iiding: gSmjiie toward* Liu; hotel uLauagcr. 

'Stay beret' eJic- ordered. 

Anna would new!f have EjeELcvcd that their g-rntle 
liltEc Aunt Tina ouuk* I*' so terrifying. Furiously she 
stalked oiE to her own room and faokud round Cor Hie 
porter. Anna foElowed tier and tidped her io look, al- 
though the would have preferred to keep out of the 
way. 

"He ha= taken the trunk already,' die explained . 

‘[Jut my dear child , nf course he was meant to talcs 
your suitcases as wed," r-i-i i;eI Auntie. 

She surveyed rEit: room again arvl flimss open the 
door of dvr wardrobe to intake Eu.ro that m&thihg had 
been forgo ti-r Or Vslsni luck thui Danny- was not stand- 
ing in there, Anna thought. 

‘Never ill all my I if:- .. . what On i'rJi th ? tills sup- 
posed !o mean ...? All thn thiru£ tljat were in ihe 
tnink. tying hr re in o dreadful muddles!’ 

Ai ma gasper] for hreath. 

'It was ... n:; ... Nicholas and I took those things 
out,’ she Jinn My managed to say, TLe porter never said 
he was to take the clothes ... we thought he only had 
to take die trunk . / 

Atm tie said [iddiEiig at aEL She pursed Iter Lips and 
gazed at Anna ro band that it almost liuit. 

'Don’t say any more. Auntie/ Anna beggfid. ‘Please, 
Ai i ntic, nriir'l! mbs the train/ 

This put life ii:tO Auntie. 

To misa the train, dial would! lx die last straw/ she 
hissed. 'Go to your room and mate sun 1 you haven't 
forgotten yncar tnoihljtush . .,1 must find something to 
put my c loth c* in, and tiny foe a taxi/ 

'I know where there are some boxies,' Anna to id her. 
She malted off and fetched all: the boosts Ltuir Nicholas 
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had hidden behind his bed. Auntie was pleasantly sur- 
prised ro see them. &he didn't have time to ask where 
Anna had managed to Lind t lie boxes in such a 
hurry. 

"3 hen they both started ■:■:! i-lc i nr; with frantic haste, 
'I lie re seemed to be twice t lany dresses now riial 
they we™ all in one heap and things seemed to bulge 
and uvi rflrnv fm,;' all die bcotei. Auntie put everything 
in higgledy-piggledy arid flung tlir dresses from Emm to 
box. You might almost have said that shir was chuck- 
iug them around and cramming and shoving and 
squashing them if dir hadn't been such a refined oujil 
Anna tbougEit that Auntie was probably jwcjrii:^ 
under her breath too, although she wa; too well- 
mannered to show it. At I a- l rhey were sitting in the 
taxL 

Alina dared nnt look at Auntie. 

AVu forgot to say good-bye to the r:urc! manager and 
the porter/ she whispered. TTwu axe nil! standing out- 
side Our wardrobe,* 

Tret I hem stand there/ AuntJC snapped cold Ly. 

As soon a- the taxi dnew up at die ■mi Linn Auntie 
Started WOSiyis:!', nlMiit Nicholas, US sllL L WIls In a 
worrying murid anyway Anita was worried fry.:., East 
■• I- dnrcd not show it. She had to be steady and L-beer- 
fu] ail tlie time to keep Auntie eatrn- 

'XLcIsolas is so srmiiEnli:,' Anna said, 'or at least he 
wil I Jii' when, ho grows up, 1 u mn 1 y says. 1 would n’t fie 
.a hit surprised if sense hasn't broken out now, wEiite we 
wore in Don i uadi/ 

Td like to see that sense fatfo. a E can Ladieve ■ 1 1 it,' 
Auntie SLglaod wiuirily. 

She really seemed worn out now. Abnost as though 
alic found it troublesome to look after children for a 
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wluolc week, As il' looking after children were anything 
to complain about, thought Anna, She oujrht in ti-y 
looting after a secret pony! 

■My nerve? will soon break completely, 1 Anna said 
So herself, but Auntie heard anti tooled at her quite 
kindly. 

'Mine are cninpkcciy worn nut/ Auntie said, 
"Nothing blit shreds left. 1 shall have to have -i rest- 
cu re whr n I get home/ 

Anna po i ted Auntic’e band. 

Crowds of people w^te hurrying to and fro, Some 
stood by high brass- topped trolleys drinking beer out 
of glass mugs in Lhe middle of the main h;:IE of the 
station, while other!; hurried about widi fiiiccsshx. 
'jltcre wen: queues of people by the souvenir shop 
buying last-minute presents. Nicholas, was nowhere m 
be semi. Auntie groamech 

f If he dfhEHj't come atOnce, T -hall scream! 1 
Anna looked rouui.! desperately, 

Slie caught sight of a strange pools option th;>i 
looked rather like a weighihcpmachmc. It consisted of 
an iron pi; hum fai standing on and In front of it was 
a high pillar moth: of metal, with a slot to put coins 
in, 

£ Pu£ coin in here/ it said. The automatic machine 
will vi.hr; m: j',«v all your ii redness. No dangerous 
radiation, no nice trie shocks. Try iifo: yourself l‘ 

Anna gently led Auiitlt up to ihe machine. 

‘Stand here, Auntie cleat,* she said; "yon win see how 
much better you feel!' 

Anna quickly brought out her last Danish coin - as 
Auntie had paid for everything she srilS bad il in her 
parse - r-nrl pnisjed it Into lire slot. Auntie was just 
nljont to ask what it was all aljout , when the machine 


started. The little iron footplate bftgttn jumping and 
sliakius-; under her feel -» violently iliat die sand arid 
?frii in the groove.! of the place began to l.umnce tip in 
tbc aii. Auntie opened tun rtiouth as if to shout for 
help and grabbed hold of the machine, but she did not 
idem IJy step off, Anna watched birr carefully to sec 
what e fleet die; treatment was having. Auntie was 
sbakuiy m ihac her nylon sSorJ; incs quivered oti her 
litre, and her coat Happed violently. You could see that 
ihe vibrations continued right up to Auntie’s head, In- 
ca u-’ her fe.irrmi.fj were waving rjlx.iir and herbal wap 
wold ling. Suddenly Auntie took a violent jo-up into 
the air and Sanded m-vt io Anna. 

"1/id ir make you le;-] better quick ly? r Anna, raid, 
fooling' very pleased, and then j^he stepped up on the 
machine to take Auntie's place. 

It tiiklw] under her furi, and Ilf! lairs:s fch rafher 
barmy, .-.in she didn't have titnc km fer[ anything else 
because now Auj tie really eftd sciraru. 

'Nicholas ! 1 she yelled so ih;if she whoEe sution 
echoed. 

'Hi re f am/ said Nicholas appearing luddenty out 
uf e fie.: crowd, 

Nr looked so chrerful and happy ns hr gave Auntie 
■t hug that she shipped screaming at once. 

Don't worry, everything is fine. I just saw lEm: trunk 
on to the train. 1 

Amu ic and Anna both looked relieved. The train 
Wits due re, leave in l3nx:re minutes and Au-tiedlurerd 
i hem oil' to the platform at oner. Anna barcEy bad time 
to whisper to Niel lolaa : 

'flow did LL %i>?' 

And hr juut luu | t ime to answer : 

'Tine. The train was not in when we got here, so I 
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sinyfid by mysrJf with the trunk in a Etffc-luggage P^«- 
I ],h him nut for a few min vies and w* walked up and 
down behind a rack (if luggage. Now hr is Lark in the 
trunk-’ 

TJid he neigh at alLT 

'No, hr only snorLed. 1 to Id the porter 1 was si ^t ii- 

LriSij'.li list,' 

‘Did he believe you?' 

'No. 'tome off ill” he said. "That’s die cm.mie let- 
ring off strain.” 1 

Nicholas laughed at the thought of it 

A writ* hurried them on and they- half ran down th« 
platform along the; great Stoclkolsn en-prcss, 

■Here we ant!’ Nicked Las shouted and climbed into a 
carriage. Anna followed him and squemwd her way 
along the corridor. They stopped by thbix com- 
psrtriinnt. a sleeper with nicely made-up hunks, anti 
Auntie's large trunk taking up nearly all the nnor- 
spaee. An na potted it lovingly- 

SVn lutria.ip'd to catch the from after all, in spite of 
our thousand.- a ud-onc troubles-,' Auntie sighed- 

Ai that moment die train -started lo move. 






The WhirtU Blows 
and the Train Departs 


Tt’s yoinu; iq be wonderful to get id Lied/ Auntie 
sighed, and dropped sOrm: (.if 3vr-r boxes on top of the 
Crunk. 

“I Ihli: (. i he top hunk ! r Nichobii shouted. 

"I fiags the middle one P iVnna shouctsl. 

l 3 Irag* the bottom tw, 1 Auntie win kindly- 

flow eon you, Auntie, surely that's not a bit exeit. 

Thai’s exactly why,’ Auntie replied. T’rri not one 
fur excitement, 1 can tell you- [i only gives you goose- 
pimples and miik-ex you sleep badly at night.’ 

NieisoEas tind Anna laughed. Hut limn the same 
thought occurred ro rimrn huh; if Auntie had the 
bottom bunk she would he nearest Co Ike trunk. Then 
how would they be able to get Danny imt witbm.it 
waking heri 1 

No ... conii to ill ink of it, don't let's eount thaL 
We’ll start again. I hags the baltom bunk!’ 

'Aik I I the middle one,’ Anna said quickly, Then 
you'll have the top oref. Auntie.- 
Auntie looked as.1 ■ lit i (h rrf, 

' But j-ou twi> ;irv always fighting about who is to 
tfri'P in the top bunk- Surely I can't - 

Vos you can. Auntie.' Nicholas .?;sir| generously. T 
.'■ul Li ed of sli'i i| Min; i n t:;-e ;op one- 1 have grown O-j-t of 
H- Nowaday a I like the- bottom bunk much boLter-.' 
'Well, 1 must say that is a quick development, If you 
u so much in age and wisdom in a couple of minutes 
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we shall fill I'lWC v. l i i 1 1 - lii.ii Ej'y 1 lie tm 1 C v, r eel home. 
■WE Lit is the point of nil this? 3 

‘Nothing, A i j 2 j r j L ' . lt 3 S jufl itiaC 1 would fed SO null li 
safer wi<h yen at die top. 3 

'I 1 1 what wa y t ' Auntie wondered 

"Well . „ . I don't ItEum - - - It's just how T M- If a 
tunnel were to collapse on top td dm train or some- 
thing’ 

‘Then I would tnfce tin: Jj Jit blow, wu mean. Thank 
you very m ueh- T 

Tm afraid of sleeping up tlitsn*/ Nichols went on, 
J 1 might dreatti that I'm jumping oif the EifFuJ Tower 
and fall down and Eiurt inyseLf-' 

'And I've jr«i terrible growing-p 11 ^ 1 * In jrcy legs 'o I 
cn ri 3 L ■ I I.llL 1 up (here, 1 Anna added hastily, 

'All light, alL right:. 1 don't wish to hear any more 
about yunr aches and pains. Ih> as you Lise,' Auntie 
said at last- L 1 have never known mjcJi contrary chi] 
i!crjj. Uut if you think I am going tn tuel up and down 
like a spider on a thread once I’ve got to tied, to give 
you gkusftsf of water and Lurk you in every other 
minute, you are very much mistaken . And you 
mustn't lie down here talking, either, if that’s what you 
were planning.'' 

'Oh nth, we’ll be absolutely <|uLct so that you ran go 
to sleep at once, 3 Nicholas prOmimiL 

=OfT you «ei into the corridor, then, while L pci im- 
fl-resacd V 

^Eiv pushed them both out and closed thr sliding 
rlryir behind tham. AuutCft waSi aEori-J with iho trunk. 

Ann* and, Nicholas pressed their ears against the 
door to try to hear what was going on, but the train 
iv.1: making tw? much noise, Aii they eould make out 
wa;i tEic dattcr of the wheels, which seemed to be 


saying to- Slockl idu -to -Stock holm- to-Stockf idr: , . .' 
A man looked out of n door farther down tin; corridor, 
Anna and NicligJaj quickly straightened themselves up. 

‘It'ii probably only about six hundred aud thirty-two 
kilo me hits uj Stockholm now, 3 Nicholas said liope- 
fnlly, ‘III have a li «.>k in my pocket d hi ry, ' 

'D?d you have time to buy anything for Mummy 
anti Daddy?" Anna asked. 

'No. I hurl to pay the pflrter with my Swedish t«> 
cujwri note. I lie trunk was so heavy he asked im? ii" T 
had removed die paving- stones munr; Hie Town Hull 
to take home. 1 

Anna sighed My (lilacs will hu e to lie from LotEt 
of us, then, I suppose. 3 

She tried! to Itear whip! Auntie wtis tlojpg willlOut 
turning her i-i a:J. Just then die door opened mul 
Auntie put out her pale refined hand horn dm cop 
bunk. SI is was already in lied, eftesiod in Fmr vioLci- 
eolouM : :l bed- jacket with is bow. 

L T ooi i Ldn L be 1 withmcd to li iovs everyth i ng i tom die 
boxes into tliv trunk,' she said. "Tt's too cramped in 
here. We will hs that Eli die morning,, somehow. 3 

Nkihjliu, and Anna shuddered. The 1 , oame in and 
shut the door quickly. They did not fcavn time to put 
up the cloth screens bmidt; thdr bunks oi m phiy wiflh 
Che Little fanijis above the beds that looked like shiny 
dgarett e-casta. They just wanted Ho gvi co bed quickly 
so dia t Auntie could go to slat p. An na dilute d up i n to 
I wr bunt and undressed lying down rather like an adi- 
ietic eel. Nicholas nt&od on the patcls of floor brCwcen 
i he trunk and tfcve dour aruE tore off his cloche; in no 
time. As c.id. garment came olT Elk. llu.ng' ic into die net 
by Ids hunk They turned off the tight at once mid 
couri Lad cu une hundred. 



‘Are you asleep, Aunt Tina.?’ Anna wl i is pored - 
<So t I'm lying thinking aWnt everything that b^ 
hsLppened to us r all our adventures. How Anna got loit 
at the Zoo and NIcEloUs at the Glypiptek Mlnuui. 
Ami th !■• r-a ass yet i picked for An na, N icholas. And i h at 
fellow itt (he eupEroard. There in dan: thin? 1 cannot 
| r :l I#!, sLlij'.il , . ■' 

"What is that?* Nicholas and Anna whispered, 

'Why Tivoli docsn'L open until May/ Auntie replied 

ftnrl ti ia Slid OVfJ- hi her bunk. 

‘Go to f)«'P Auntie/ Nicholas told her 

sternly. 

Auntie chuckled a little, li stranded as ttwugti the 
were- Laughing as she sni'-l good night- Antra ] iLI -t iter 
hand under the pillow where it felt nici- and cool, and 
jaunted Co a hundred Lhrce more iimei. What would 
happen if Am] tie were one of three people wlm can't 
sleets m trains and who just lie ih*re thinking all 
cLipht? But she slept fowcII on the way to Copenhagen, 
Wly she could deep on the way back 10 Stockholm 
too? Anna counted two hundred mt>re and then rhe 
heard Niehnlaa breathing in her ear. 

•Pm going to open the trunk now. L can't wait any 

iungyrer 1 _ 

Ann^- peeped dovnn sit hua in ths dark. Tlity 
switched on Lhc neghtdighi for a moment to fi ml the 
lyfts of the t i'..r:k, then switched it oh again. 1 hey 
managed to open the trunk a bttle hut not enough for 
Danny to get out. Nicholas dosed the lid again. 

'We'll have to pull it out into the corridor/ he wbis- 

pc red- 
'll, ot was easier said than done- Danny was heavy 

luLd the trunk was large. it was difficult to get hold of, 
art d there war nowhere to stand fli you pulled it abnff- 


NTcholas hud to climb into iIlc narrow space between 
lEu' Liu ilk and trie window and, bracing himself" arr-'i hw.1 
tin' trunk, push for all lie v,ar worth with hands and 
feet. The trunk moved a couple of tHcJies llh. 
w?l I ingly. 

TlehehehecJ’ neighed Danny suddenly. 

NicEujiro and Anna Sluod dhfcrluiely still in the 
dark, holding their hreath But apparently Auntie had 
heard nothing, the must be East asleep. 

' We’ll have to (i\ matters outside in llw corridor/ 
Nirliidas wlitipuretS. 'Tbi*. doesn't work,' 

Anna dimlwd down, opened the doot aitd peeped 
out, No one war about. They bad to tr y at once . With a 
tremendous etTen they rnauaLji d to gut the trunk into 
the eo nf dor, 

'We .n re just moving tilings around a hit in here/ 
Nicholas explained to a man who was passing tiieir 
compartment 

The mart l.^jkud a IjclSp annoyed when he f-nd to 
plinth over die trunk but h<; sfttd nothin? and disap- 
peared down lhc other end or tEn train. Nicholas and 
Anna continued with their su uggle. 

Tfaw we can open the trunk if nobody is coming,' 
Anna gas [ted ul last, 

Ihey Fooked np r.r ; r| down the corridor. No one was 
about, so Anna oprnrd the trunk and let Danny out. 
Nicholas grabbed die empty Hunk and heaved it on to 
Anna's bed. 

'There! Now Dtmny can stand on the floor nest So 
us, Auntie won't notice anything until tomorrow. In 
you go. Danny! Back, back, Nick I’ 

Danny was no 1 : keen on being sEtut u p again in LEre 
dark compartment, but whet Nidi::, hi, scratched het 
head mid Anna patted h is flank cui tllO right, a. 1 ; they 
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had been told to do, he backed eh. They closed dm 
door h^iilh' tly. \nihiii!". more i. ,'cd happen until die: 
i'jKt i i ii ig, they thougl it. 

Amu bLoughl Danny's nosebag phi cf in t suitcase. 
There W 3 * iirjL iraici: fill*] SdJi HOW . in spite of the giiiSl 
Nicholas h. ■ ;3 pirltciE. There were only a few ru'ks and 
pieces of bread in the li.tsj. SJic Cook iwi and felt for 
Danny’s t mij-d n in die dark. Danny found hi i hand 
sad started munching the rust. Suddenly a train going 
in the other direction sen-umed past with d r-hril! 
whistle. Danny snorted and dropjted the tusk, but Nip- 
linlas tixind it tor hull. 

*1 lere you are, ihi< is the tat t piece,,’ lie wh fcpe red. 

Auntie stirred in her bunk. 

: Wh;ii arc you munching down there, children J ‘ she 
asked sleepily r "You should never eat after dean dig 
ycriir teeth, yon k note.’ 

Anna held Danny’s ninths to =top him chevbriff- 
'Nolhi ng , Aun tit/ she said. 

Tm not eating cither. ’ Nicholas : issued her. '.Shall I 
climb up and d«ow you chat my i nout 1 1 i ' n i ipty T 

Mo. thank vole. Don’t put your.'idF out, just go 
to sleep.’ Auntie replied. 

Nicholas’s and Ann*’* hearts started beating agarfl. 
They triad to be even more quiet- They both patted 
Danny to keep him frenn making any more nedsi 
before Auntie had ypne to sleep once more. At bit 
Anna leaned ovc.r and whispered to Nicholas; 

"We can’t stand here a 11 night. 1 want to go Co wii. 
Give Dmitry a drink in case his mouth is dry afinr die 
mskj and then wo’]] go to sleep. 1 

I hev fell dviur way to tlic basin and lifted up the 
■wooden cover. Then Nicholas pressed die rold tap 
while Anna held on to Danny. 


Eld 


'Then-, now, i- 1 /:. ii ii- il-li I h.ive :i drink front the basin, 
liulo fellow,’ she murmured. 

Ifut then Auntie name io again. 

"What is LIleS I hrar? Ts Nujwiliis trying to drink 
from die: Ki.sin? 1 t‘.= out of llic rjuc&tson. Under tro cir- 
cuti istancee , , she said sharply. 

Nicholas looked up. He itouhl -.'i see Auntie's facfe. 
She seemed La he lying with her back <o them, li.ireo- 
ing. 

"No, i in, inn. 1 am not going to do that. Auntie E You 
just go to sleep I" 

ft was quite fun that Auntie was mt unur to dis- 
covering Danny, fjeeause the never actually did. 

’.4 top, you’re putting your wttote bend in, you silly 1’ 
An i ui wli ! spered. 

Danny snorted cheerfully. 

'Oh dear, what a tvnl.il yni.i’vr got,. Anna,’ came 
Auntie's voice from above, t T- : that tpaTC blanket and 
put it On your l.v.:d at unco ' 

'Vw, Auntie., 1 have already done that. Wow do gn to 
ilrcp, Auntie dear"' 

Aunt Tina sighed. Anna tried to push Danny away 
from the basin so tluu he would not get water in his 
ears* but Eic had dec kind to be difficult and would not 
budge. He pushed hi. (wad against this tap so that 
water sjnuyed out on one side. 

"Take him away. 1 : jjj getting soaked 3 J Nicholas 
whispered. 

Anna scratched Darra/s head and patted him on 
the f ight Hank jurat! i. 

There, there, aren't you sweet!’ Nicholas said en- 
couragingly, 

‘You like it whL'u I scratch jour car, don't you? 1 
Anna whispered. 
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Danny ^igbw-jta happily. 

'Now L Vo ju.<- about bud lujough !' Auntie's voice 
snapped sharply. Anti -<he did not sound sleeps any 
k.n.LN'i- “Scop scratching i-ncb other's ean and tooling 
oljout down mure" It’s the middle of fto? tdght, alter 
n3S. And don't ynn dare imitate that rid icutoua potti'i a 
silly [«ighui£. You'll wake everybody up- Do w» 
hear?' 

‘Oh yes. Auntie. W f a- a asleep now* 1 Nicholas 
aivwvc red, and made a snoring naiic. 

Thyy crept Into the bottom bunt and lay stock still- 
Thcy were afraid it might occur to Auntie to look 
down. What Hid a pony look hke to mi above in the 
dart? Perhaps be couldn’t l>s sern at all, or maybe Llc 
was clearly visible: . , . 

An ru wnuntimw I to Nicholas ; 

AV C con L gO On like this, Wto’El have tn tike bin: 
Outside in die corridor. Everybody nuist have gone to 
bed liy now, 1 

‘AH right/ Nicbol a' rr j died . 

Elc looted up imvmds Auntie, hail she could net lie 
beard or seen. Then be quickly opened die door. L T ton 
yist going to the lavatory,’ he :• ud, and pulled Donny 
into die corridor with him* 


Good JVtght? 


The enmdorof trie train was empty as fur y* the- eye 
could sec, The train shook and muled, and outside the 
windows the night fl tokened put like an endlessly long 
blue aeaif. In pi jut i there were moving Hashes Imni 
die headlamps of cars and rows o i twinkling lights. It 
was pretty and exciting at the lame limn, Never before 
Had Nicholas Lrets atone wiih a pony in the corridor of 
a train. He decTHH m f,nkr advantage of die Oppor- 
tunity. 

L We might as well go for a ride,' hr thought. ’You 
need exercise, Danny, and I'lE hav^ to learn to ride as 
soon a-: possible. Keep stiU for a moment !’ 

Danny hail only n halter on, there was no saddle or 
blanket to fit on, but Nicholas did nut mind riding 
barebac k, Danny was so small, anyway, th n t one could 
Jit Ori SllS T-niiJc and rd-next touch tllC ground with One’s 
fi i;t. Riding hi i cn.:'tl not be very danger ous. 

‘Wait a little? Whoa Llicrcl* 

Nicholas managed to te ramble up on to Danny's 
back. It was coiiiforlable ;sm| felt pldawntly warm and 
steady, Nicholas decided that bo would ride to school 
mi Danny every morning. Or every other morning at 
least, if Anna insisted on nding too. 

"Come along, Danny, oif you go!’ Nidiolax suicl ju 
he pressed his knee? against the tides of the pony. 

Danny set of: at a gallop. Flu a Ion-; tunc he hud 
been waiting foi a cliajn.ii? to stnrLr.h and run. lie 
in .lii'ii on -v far a- he Could but he bad to stop at the 
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end of the carriage, This mad* lura <ick angrily. ff 
die re l-.-id been room Nli-.liol.ns would tiav* fallen 0 ^ 
tii.|L Lint l C Tvesn’t, 50 he just b’jrtiptd LlUO the Wall- 

■Oh, dear, w|iat if sortusoJie head'd us! Wtf bad IjuLtcr 
co on into Lhe next carriage,' he tliought. 

He stretched out hit ami and pushed oprr. the 
swing-door. Danny pricked up his eW& al th* d 
the *|, ukia-.iT pathway JiLxVing line two carriage hut 
then he put one hoof forward and bravely tcE.t*d it. 
■'There 1 ! a good chap! You dcv*t barrel' Nicholas 
rnumransd encouragingly and they were soon over in 
rhe m-"U ran la re and off again. Nobody wan about 
here , it her, hut jun Lo be on the safe side Ntchotas 
dismounted Jit each new carriage and ["■■'' H ,:ii 3n - 
riilme-cEL. He wM surprisingly lucky, but unfortunately 
there were not many carriages left ljtfore they reached 
the engine. Both Nicholas end Danny wanted to go on. 

‘We 1 !! tum hr re and ride hack in the other direo 

tioLi, 1 ' Nicholas Lttcided. _ 

But this vrt» HOC os easy as he unarmed. AILtinu£ti 
D, nay was small it was .still difficult lo turn him round 
in the narrow corridor. Nicholas had to get down imd 
pull him by id, ffluiw. He was going W try to p™de 
Panny to bend in the middle just enough to turn, but 
Pasiny refured, so in Ik* end Nicholas had to push him 
backward* down a whole carriage until he came u> a 
] ,Um where the corridor was a tittle wider- He opened 
the door of the lavatory and pushed Lhc ba<A part of 
Danny in lh*ro, After that ft was easy to turn turn 
:ound. Danny sighed Walking backwards had made 
him impatient, Nicholas reroout ited. 

'Goo-up, gee-up’ Oh we go I' Nicholas commanded 
and pressed with his knees, which hr thought was the 
right tiling to do. 


But then Danny bucked. Ho kicked hard at a door 
behind them and flung his hand forward so (bat Nic- 
IioIjis nearly Hi off. lint, lie dkl not budge from thus 
Spot. 

Tho tloDt [yhinci them opened und an atprry head 
appealed. Jt helongiid m fi pyjama-clad body some- 
where in Lhe middle I .uiils.. r ,l he man inunediatety spot* 
ted Nicholas and Danny. 

'WiuL: rlo you rqi in bv kicking my door iri the 
middle of Uik night and . , .3" ho shouted. 

Then hit voice changed and he sounds different 
but jud :« angry. 

What yn ... a whole horse to kick around with? 
Aren't v"' u aihaiiK-d of yourself, child? Is there no 
guard . . . ? J 

When Danny heard the angry voice behind him he 
suddenly came to fife, 

‘Run for all you are worth t' Nicholas whimpered ami 
Danny njahed off in La the next carria^ as fast as his 
litthi legs would carry him. They continued on into the 
mu 1 after that without stopping, lint there Nicholas 
wanted to halt for a moment to see if anyone was 
about. He grabbed hold of Lhr hal ter and cried to brake 
witi: hs* feet- Thai Danny kicked again. Ifc hit 
another door and Nicholas hoard it open slowly. Afrer 
duit Nicholas decide^ to let Danny keep running. 

'l.ook, Mummy, what a tweet little horse/ a sleepy 
child ^ voi# said behind him, and an even sleepier 
mother replied: 

Du;.:, you mean. Now close tcie door at one* and qo 
back lo bed" 

Danny galloped out of earshot with clattering 
hooves 1'Oitunotcly the clattering of the train was 
even Louder. 
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'firm for all you art worth! 1 f>iickalai whispered 


Nicholas realized thai hv would have to jjiid their 
compartment ^nd hide Danny itway, but Etc couEd tied 
rcmcoiEier the number. Hmv for had he ridden? Four 
card ages there and tiro buck? Or- win Et three: tie 
dm right he had found the right place ami opened a 
rloor. It was the wreni; one. 1-fo taught sight uf l± 
woman's hiyid covered with earless, 

'2'ni terribly sorry. I didn't mean to wake your he 
M,ini icjod. 'i thought itwas my compartment,’ 

\ out compartment? Cati’c Y nlu see that i am sleep- 
ing here? Then why do you come trailing here with 
dugs • • • vita fa this T mils? Goodness gracious, it 1 ! a 
liCirsel A hone! Do you think this is a horsebox?’ 

Nicholas closed the door as quickly ;u he could and 
lot Danny gallop off. II is compartment must be in the 
next corn age - compartment No. sb or gil, lie thought; 
but l ow should he liar* to look and find ontV 
Anna had been lying still for an eternity, waiting for 
Nicholas iy return. She dared riot j;r> -mi fur Jpnr of 
Auniii' following tier. Suddenly she heard galloping 
hooves outside, and tEmn she sound died away ntgaiiL 
There was a shat p knock 3 1 the door. 

'Haven't you gone to sleep yet, children?' Auntie 
asked. ‘Open the door for Nicholas. Surety Ire riots n't 
b;ive to knock before coming Ln?’ 

Anno opened ttic door cautiously but shut it again 
quickly. It was not Nh Ewilas but a guard. 

TL’a not NLctiobs, Auntie - it’s somebody else.’ 

Then Arm tic turned iuro Aunt Tina the Terrible 
agrtin,. She was clearly getting into tiro hahlL. 

‘Who can it &c; ir she asked j» n loud voice, TH leach 
them to disturb oEd people and sleepless little children ! 
N(>W, wbilt Er i t ail about?' 

L I ant sorry pj disturb you, but we have had some 


101 



crtJlipUiflU fjfltn pAMj:: tigers . . the gllAl d began, whftll 
Auntie opened, the d.tKir- 

‘CMphin ^’ 1 the exc-lsrimcd. ‘Did you say cum- 
plaints? Wdl, I am mil sm prised, the way wu gm 
a tound banging on doors ! '■ there an ext ra char gc for 
gointr to deep in express train: these days? What do 
ymi i : i" 1 1 1 liy waking us up like Ihisr' Is there going lo 
be a dertilrtient or something ? 3 

'No, it's about a boric/ the ,ipuu-J said. 'Several of 
the passengers have, been disturbed by a hunk - gal- 
lophil along the corridor . 1 

‘A horse ! 1 Auntie cried. 'A horse in a train ' 1 Phils 
the silliest thing I have heard for a Seng rime. Arc you 
really sLuth a fool that you behave anything people tell 

ytnj 

l Wr]! ( no, that's jnsL what L said* that it mu at be u 
mi suite, ‘'You must have dreamt it, sir,” 1 said, "I 
haven't dipped a horse ticket for several years, and 
liorFeE- a? ways travel in the goods van , 13 1 said , . - 

: TJtere you are, then/ Auntie cried. Purely you 
don't have to come and wake decent |>cOp!e up in ihe 
middle of the night- ju-U to talk rubbish, PEease go away 
at once ami l us have some peace and quiet. As if it 
were not diflicult enough to sleep in trsuns without 
ha vine no hear .i I Krai other people's dneadl/ul trighl- 
liiarflS . . , s 

‘W<il], I'm very sorry, but I did promise (fl ijjtes- 
rigate,' i he .guard insisted. 

Anna crept under the bed do then and held them 
tightly ever her head as she listened . 

'No, i tatty. L think I shall go crazyT An nth: ex- 
claimed • ‘Do you seriously chink that you are looking 
for a home in ben/' Perhaps you liave never seen a 
hone? lionse-s mv. sir. feel high with ;t big head at one 
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<"ii and .i king tail at Lfie other lh good enough to 
d rne niy dn'.^ng-irown hi that 1 ran dru end and 
chase you out!' 

Now Lhe .guard sounded hke --i patient mother: 

Th-anc he calm, jiiailiu'i, This is just a rouirnc inves- 
tigation.. 1 tan see for myself that there is no horse in 
here/ 

R c : ;t I ty | ' Auntie COolo mod. 'Are you Sun- you ilnn't 
wish (o look under the children's pillows to see if they 
may have hidden a hoi-se there? Or in my toothEjm/h 
crue, perhaps? Don't mind mi;!’ 

There is no uoi'd to be » sarcastie, icuidmn, 1 am 
Only doing my duty, Good night T 

He closed ihe dcwir with a hang nnd Anna peered out 
from under her shecL to make sure that he had really 
gone. 

’Hood night,’ Auntie muttered from her bunk. 'A 
good night indeed! 1 have nt r v;;i known Ihe- Like of 
it. 1 

'What a good thing you chased hint away/ Ajioa 
whispered. 'I war so frightened [ : 

Ske sfi>t up hurriedly and ojjr.nrd the door enough to 
pniup oui, The giiaid was just disappearing down ihe 
corridor in the direction of the engine. He ELAd decided 
to ask the angiy man En t?te next carriage how <urr he 
was dial he bad actually seen a borsA. Anna looked 
round auKKniBly for Nicholas. First she seiw only empty 
corridors but aftet a while .du; glimpsed him cautiously 
peeping round a corner at the other end of the car- 
riage, As 'i ion .ms he saw her he waved, 

'What shall I do? I le will find us,' he whispered as 
loudly jt* lie dated. 

Anna, understood without actually hearing what he 
said, 



$! it: signal]':- d to hi?:L to mine closer, 

Nicbdl&s Lnvjked around snd then H-ippnoichcd 
soeaEiiiity with Danny hchirirj him. Anno wcnL to 
Niecttiius mid iv| i i*[y!f i-d iulitEcar. 

'Fir it I.;. Danny bads into oilt cwcnparlmcnt. TVy 
won't loril. 1 1 nnc assist in n hurry. And if they do we'll 
have co con fc*s every thing.’ 

Nicholas nodded gloomily. Fearing tine worn, Anna 
npcmul the sliding cinnr and pushed Danny in, 

1 Ed n.E- Nicholas gone to bed now?’ .Viniie inquired 
sharply. 

Tin just going now, Auntie,' Nichole said., 

I’lic sliding door ckued behind him au-J darknwS cn- 
gulled then; all once mote. 




tfimj Dawny hack into om (ompartmeni . „ / 





Waking up 


Tii some way or another they must haw gone to steep, 
for alt of a midden Anna felt herself waking up, and 
chat meant she. must haw slept, U was much Tighter on 
IxiLii >iLks. of the blind. Et was probably a firn 1 day, 

□army stood with bis head hanging low, mcbing 
with the movements of the train. The green curtain by 
the window kxrketl a Tittle odd. as thw^jh Danny had 
been chewing it during the night I lowever, it was not 
tom, ju;t rather wet, Anra psepcid down at Nicholas, 
Fk was asleep. Auntie was breathing peacefully, Tf 
only she would goon until they reached Stockholm! 

Anna was thinking, Who would watte them if she 
went to sleep again? Tire guard, of course, Th* guard 
had woken them on their way to Cupm.haiten. And 
the first thing he would see when he opened the door? 
Danny t>f course. 

Anna turned iuci aiutiously What would liappen 
then i 1 Would lie confiscate the prjuy, as teachers 
cCmfricated toys that should not have been brought to 
school? Or perkaps Auntie would have to pay a fmr? 
Poor Auntie, who had dona no wrong and who had no 
idea (hat she was breaking train regulations, or what* 
ewer they were itilteiT. Il wits always the atlulti who 
had to pav for i-m* things dtildren got up tr» Anna 
re 1 1 a: inhered that from ibe lime when Ntcholirii cut 
windows in the neighbour's hedge with Daddy's 
shears. As she had sold him oil lUiut horses ilntt dirln'l 
exist, the guard would probably be particularly nasty 

rub 


ls> Aim tic if Ew; Found (he h(tnsr in their compartment. 
Poor, deai Auntie I Anna felt like climbing up and pa t- 
h «r as she slept, although nothing had happened 
yet. Perhaps them would not he time afterwards wlieu 
disaster hud overtaken them, 

'[ had better put Danny out in the lavatory for the 
k>t part of the journey. 1 Anna [bought. 

She climbed down from ber hunk as quieLly ,u a 
JOOIJM' and managed to open the door without a sound. 
Even Danny did not move. ‘Stay there, 1 she whispered. 
Sh" etc pi out cautiously to make sure that nobody was 
Bbotrt. She wanted ro make sure die engst was dear; 
tJii'ri she would come kick for Danny. The train was 
shaking a., dio walked down the corridor. It was 
diiticuEt for Anna to aanr| up, sleepy m she was, but at 
lust she managed to gut to the lavatory, ft was empty 
and Tight in there, 

When alie came out she saw the guard walking past 
in the direction of tin- engine. Anna called out to 
him, 

( Mr Ouaidi Excuse me , . 

Ho stepped and i umd round. Anna was rather am-, 
Tiactassrd, h»u< she was very anxious to find out whai 
l Lad happened. 

‘What did the man say why bad seen a horse? 1 she 
asked. 

The guard snorted angrily. Ho recognlmsl her from 
last night. 

'Nothing, ‘ he raid; l he got off aL VK.\ji5. p 

Anno smiled with relief. SIie dpiOed back to tlunr 
compartment and stood then* quietly until the guard 
had gone. Then she opened the door cautiously and 
patted Danny on his night bank until Eui turned his 
Escad, ar:;i dim she led him our into the corridor. lie 
looked lively and wide awake al ready, 








■S he eitmbed doa-tt fr £>ni fa* ^ - - 


£3car Danny, we’ll soon Eie Ih'ic-w now, ?iTid (ben 
v^'lL show you what a nidi place ji ft, | have a room oF 
ni y o wn i and 50- has Nicholas, a:: J we"l] let y«.>LL live in 
thn garage Air the I in I-.- . .. haL miry Moor we'll 
build you. ;i proper stable. If Daddy will let us, tl»E 
is!' 

She fools him abriir ty the lavatory and gave hern 
wjme water to 1 1 rink from the hasln. But when she tried 
io si i Lit the -rlrjor^ -lit- realized that is was Impossible. 
TJit: door opened in war. I ■ and took up a !ot of space. Il 
hil>ij.i I pot be shut with Danny inside, and to sakts him 
nu.l rind then shut the door was pointless , r . Anna 
went cold with horror. What multi she do now? Sud- 
denly 'he had an idea. Th* lust earn ages of trains some- 
Eicries have a little platform at the cad, Lite a small 
iron balcony, where you can stand ant! wave. There 
Danny could stand, and as pomes can't open garcs or 
doors r -ere would hr no danger of him falling out. 

'Come on, Danny, we'll have to hurry" Anna ry ri as 
fatt as she t-iiLild through, the cottidor^ ar : i.l Danny iol- 
[tjwed her happily. Just once they had to wait out of 
=*i”l'i '.rtw«n two carnages for » nwn to pa back into 
Inn comportment. They reached the little plmfonn 
sifely. It was terribly windy out there. Anna in her 

m pyjamas pressed herself again-! Danny and tiled 
in keep her hair EroLa blowing rtf.jt.siu, Danny gasped 
hu hri nth, but he looked quite contentcd. 

'Vf.ui must have your blanket ovee you here, other- 
wise youli cafah a. .cold/ Anna shouted - it was the 
fi 1 ii way to make hetseff hear J. 

Danny nrhrhcd, hut Utu sound flew away in tine wind 
m ' i' 1 icfdy that it was hat dty | ward. 

1 icd, you can ririirli as mudi as you like Out here/ 
Anna shouted. 
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it wm tt-Tiihly mndy out ihcie 

Of couiTSfi people could we the pony as the ln ’ ]rt 
went past, but Anna thought that that did not matter, 
;ls nobody wimkl aide LCu llLlJi up willi the I ruin. 

‘How surprised they wilt ht* Anna though L. ‘Stay 
here foe a nsomen t, Dti nny, PI I oon \i t straight back ■’ 

Anna waEked cheerfully C:uLil: through the carriage. 
She w 0.1 not worried that anyone would ye on to the- 
platform at the estd of the train, Danny would cer- 
tainly he left in pfctoe. 

When slim, got bade to their compartment she woke 
Nicholas and told him how well everything tuad 
worked out, 

Md)Ohs thumped her on she bock, 

IlO 


'Bravn f he said. ‘Why didn't wi- think of that 

before?' 

■| Je Couldn't have a toy fa] there all night, ho would 
Itavc fjo^nai to death/ Anna protested. 

'An: you: awake already?' asked Auntie suddenly, 
Site sit up, put on her violcl-eokruind bed-jacket and 
looked down at ihcm in a friendiy way. 

'Well, I never! It’: half past five already We rnus! 
have slept for quite a few hour*. Are you tired, ohEf- 
d reil ?' 

“No, not a bit,' Anna replied, 'Good morning. 
Auntie ]’ 

' VW. grr r,s Sit as fiddle™/ Nicholas said. 

Hu pot up and stood in the middle of the floor *u 
i hat he could have a good streLcb. 

Then the train started behaving mthcr strangely,. 
J he floor whic-h had hot n shaking like a laLrtH snake 
began to twitch. I he thinking glasses and tin: water 
R? tfiwV on tlctic I LoldfTv on the wall, and i he corns 
jumped on their hoots. The train was going to stop, 
Nicholas assd Anna gasped, 

'Are we this re already ? 1 Nicholas shouted. 

'OLl nr>, I suppose it must be Jama oj possibly 
55d«l&tje/ Auntie replied, 

Nicholas j ushtiJ out, Anna would 1 avr Sflscd to pr; 
too as she reajired that he was going to look after 
Danny and sCe tom nobody took him. but site dared 
noL leave Auntie. 

L Did you sleep well, Auntie?' 

'No, I had lI k; i nost terrible dream.",,' • bn replied. ‘Ah 
about liorses; horses s tamping and horsea laughing and 
Morses biting the guard. The last dream i had twice, 
just uj Ijc on the .-ufr. ridel? 

‘Were they nice horWi?’ Anna asked. 

Ill 
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*No, they all looted i'.sM Like the guard of this train, 1 
Auntie ni ptied. 

She .swung Lfj leers over "die *dge of her hunk and 
eaa c-FisEly cl i nihed down he l' I i 1 ( lc ladder. 

TV-ibaps we had fo-iter start gettinjit dressed/ The 
said, ‘I'll get ready first and then you can have a wash 
aEtcr mo.' 

Nicholas flung the door open and jushed in. 

* Would you mind going out For a rriniuent, Nkholss, 
so that 1 can pet dressed? 1 Aunt Tina silid to him 
kindly. Itwi’t rake long/ 

Nicholas rushed out again. 

Anna stored after him. ITe hud grabbed Danny's 
bog. hw own rucksack ard u Ini of other things. 

What if Atm tin caught sight of the pony"' hag! But 
Nicholas wa> already gone. Anna wanted to go iifmr 
him 5 o find our what he was up to. bid Auntie was in 
Lhc way. Instead Anna pulsed her now-: against the 
window, as if that would make it poaitilc for her to. sic 
the U>.t carriage. 

Auntie had a pood wads- Slse had p m all her bottles 
oF scent and mouthwash and things on the shelF by the 
minor, and was l icing a? thorough as though she were 
in, her own bathroom at home. Suddenly she turned 
round, 

'Is HHUfrbody crying?" die asked. "What is ihe 
matter* Anna? Aren't you happy to be going home?' 

‘Oh yea, it's nothing/ Anna numcLiucd. 

'LIlP mu iiii tiring if the matter, ! can Eicar that/ 
Auntie staid and came up to her. "There now, dear, tell 
Aim tic what it is so that sli r cii 1 1 con ifori you L' 

T am looking at u poor little pony that they me just 
leading away on the station platform/ Anna wFiis- 
pered, 
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‘Is ili.it all?' Auntie exclaimed. What .1 thing to get 
upset about f 

'Of cosine h's something to get upset about, " Anna 
ii |jlir(t. 'Fie has been taken oil Lin: train, How will lie 
ever manage in ihc world, Auntie? L shall never lie 
happy again in my whole life if he is starved or foully 
neated?' 

"Rubbish, Anna. He will Eie all right. j 1 Ls proper 
owner wilt collect hem here and thru they will Five 
happily over after , os they say irv die story books, 1 
Auntie said briskly. 

Do you realty think so-?"" Anns sighed through her 
rears. 

She saw sontc railwayman leading Danny away 
towards the station, footing for somewhere to Lie him 
up. dhey decided on a drainpipe by the comer of tfo 
main building. Anna Dll her knuckles lo ntry| 1 hersetf 
from smsa tiling 1 . This wai too terrible! They had 
found him! Why had Nicholas done nothing? She 
would have Fought and kicked and set earned. Wltere 
it's r I tc, anyway ? 

An ni ic jjat ted Anaa on the ElulkI. 

1 E wonder how long w<: urn .stopping at this station ?' 
die said. 

‘We are nil now, the floor is beginning to tirVfo. 

I lan'i you foci .it. Auntie?" Anna had to cover her face 
with Jier hands. She could not hoar to sec Danny dis- 
appear. 

'Oh yes, rum' we arc moving/ Auntie mjd, ‘Look sit 

I I ■: .1 boy vrfw hat gone out in hi; pyjamas I Ho must be 
own iLiorc interested Lu ponfos than you arc , . . funny 
ii- w he resembles NfoEsubu , ■ ■ and he's pot a rucksack 
lord’ 

'Vc-n-s/ Anna said hreathtcssly. 
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Nicholas had off the train too; rhe could iwe him 
through hrr Singers. 

"He was woJtfrt up Loo laLe. I suppose, and didn T t 
have time (o grs dressed A' i ntie sa id, 'Well, wd I , wcQ, 
the things people do! Hut . . . no . . . hpw . .. but il s 
Nicholasl NiehoE&s]" Fbc shouted, ’Nichola" ‘ E [' 

'Llnod-byc. Nichole, 'mod-bye, ponyl 1 Anna called 
and K-l'".'.'- kisses to shorn 1 w,>Lki_ 

M think I uni going to fai.ru" Auntie cxclidmed. 

Rut she didn't, not a bit of it. She flung on her tw t 

I :-.ci-.l rushed oni into Um corridor, 

‘What rite toy mean by petting oi in Steen 
striped pyjamas? 1 site shouted. ‘He must be walking in 
his steep. Stop hiii' 1 1 .tit 1 1 if: past ' I most iwt oil 

‘Walt, Auntie I It’s dangerous to pet off, the a era arc 
rLi=hin? past already. The tru.1:. is going/ Anna 
shouted, 

'OF course it'= noil It couldn't go with Nicholas 
standing there on she platform. 1 forbid it in go! liout 
touch Tne!' 

‘Phrase, pi nasi; Auntie. n.> L' Anna cried. * Ann lie, 
you mustn't, you are mad! Couldn't we puEl (Isa eoid 
and stop the train instead? 1 
■ ]’hat' 5 an Idea,’ Auntie said, 

She- was suddenly calm again . 

' Where is the curd? Is this it?' 

'N’o, i don't think so. that must he the handle cd the 
wadi- basin,' Anna told her, 

“But where, tell me? StHnebody must have take:: it!' 
Auntie look ad jound wildly, and then* was the guard 
from yesterday, but she did not notice who she was 
talking to. 

‘1 want to- pull the communication cord and sloo tlifi 
train,' she said simply. ‘Show rue where it is.’ 


Trie gunni ratted his eyuhrows. I !? w ,\ r pood at it, 
and I boy slid -hv.-. Iv up hi : forehead as though ihny 
were in a life, 

‘Pull the cord ? 1 hu said. 'Why?' 

'My little nephew "utcitF at ihc wrong smiidre The 
bay ii i py i: 1 1 > :: ■- WHy d icin' t ou stop him ? ' 

'At il T had nothing else to dot' iLl; sprard exclaimed, 
'Besides, how should 1 know where people's nephews 
live J I couldn't know that he wasn't meant to pet off 
(here/ 

Thin't talk, man. puil tEte cord and ship the train!' 

That settled 11 Tun guairl mie to the occasion and 
io the iuipoi tasain of ids duty, He planted himself, 
'.v icJ'i arms crossed, lit front ol the cold and puffed him- 
sell out with a deep breach. 

AVc aren’t going uo pLdl or> cord henc“ r he declared. 
'It's there for oirious accident-. Van'll have to ring the 
Station wliim we J.wt to Stockholm, and Cull [him U; pm 
him on the next train. The Iroy wim'i come to any 
harm. ile can sit in the wyl lEng-ioom and read die 
mate cables like everybody else,' 

And iho train rat (Jed on towards Stockholm. 


Nicholas and Danny 
on their Otw 


Nicholas turned round and wa ■.■ivj inwards the train 
absent-mindedly. OiT it went with Aunt Tina and 
Anna. H c saw Aunt Ti na xht looked surprised ■ Good 
tn be r id of them. he thought, TFuly would only mak 
worse, 

He walked n’.uiiJ die cornet of the station and puL 
h It- j ueksaek down. ’What luck (baihebad managed to 
gral 1 Ins. clothes ; everything exrept sbi ir-.v. Nuvei mind, 
he ryj 1 1 1 l| wriL.- his -'ippers.. He started getting 
dressed. 

Somebody catnt out oE iho waiting-room and 
Srrrnrd very amused at the sight of Nicholas. 

‘Yon niu'J have- got a FT at the last moment. 1 he sasd. 

'Better late than never.' NwJwIta replied- 

He felt grown-up and independent. Fie had prob- 
ably aped aFxju l tan years tn the last few minutes, 1 hut 
would mi:ke him ntntteen now, and that was the age 
be felt. People should not come along steal make Fun of 
iiLu'i. He would rescue his Danny nr die. only lie Ftad to 

get dmssrti first. 

flc ] ■! 1 1 On bin tmuseis on top of the pyjamas, as hr 
did not want to stand therewith nothing; on. Then he 
put on his vest and pullosTr instead of tlwi pyjama 
top. 

Tie had also left lbs jacket on the train, but that 
could not be helped Now he was ready for the rescue 
operation, He did up hi; rucksack and went l.ach to 
Danny, 
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'Inspector, wbsi sEiaEL we do with tlLis pony that was- 
on thteetpre5s7 There is no addneia label on him! 1 Jflfc- 
Iiolai hea rd someone shout. 

Til cop; wii'-i hint in a m unite, but *t>mn and help 
n.c per tins stuff out of the way firsi./ the iiisiKcidr 
repin'd. 

Nicholas stepped fortran! 

'Could I help to EmFil ihe horse?' lie risked. 

Tile miEwaymafi looked fitiut n. 

Yon could put hltu over there ou trie other side r>F 
the mad where he can graze by tftft ditch until we 
know wh 3 t to do with him, Not E.jy (he kiosk, h:t a bit 
furtlier away sn that he doesn't spoil the lawn. Some 
fool put him on the last platform of the express train/ 
In: continued, Tcoplu are crazy! Real vandal.-! 1 

'Perhaps, drey knew na better/ Nicholas sue, 
grated. 

Tbe inserter shouted r-irrd.-.. He had ti lot of ;um3 s 
io deal with, and needed help. 

Tdl look after the pony for as long a* you like/ Nie- 
liolus offered. 1 shan't leave him for a moment. 1 

'Go ci cl/ the man irplied, 

N'li ; id;;s wept up to Danny. lie stroke I Ids rciLiiale 
and scratched his forehead and patted his flank on the 
ri^ht. Danny hadl cried in terror when he was lifted 
down on to the nation platform and had Fjitien the 
hand id one of tin 1 red way men, I !c must have been 
wry frightfiin-d, Nicholas felt rather guilty Lhat he bad 
r-m dared to help him lEh-ji. j [c ehauid have tomr fuj-- 
wuid a rid said: 'It 1 ? my horse. Don't touch J-anJ’ dut 
Ihen bn would not have beets able to rescue Danny now 
without anyone knowing ihai he was the owner, 

Danny nudged fus hand and sniffed in his pockets 
foi r U.-.KS, But NieFu ]! a * had none, lie untied iFw pony 



and Ptrsi^'rl to walk round the oOnwr td ihe station. 

tie walked a* far as I ie dared along the edge <if die 
ditch. Then lie turned round use if ha was being 
watched. Tlue inspector was standby wiih his Lauds 
on his hip=> looking a I him. 

‘CoukhYc I put him in that Bald Over there ? 1 

The inspector had a Look. 

"'Ye', put him chare/ he slsaubed, ‘but make <u:e you 
shut the gate.' 

Nicholas walked on with Danny- He felt so happy 
i l'i:i i he thought it mua show, even fiem die hack. The 
Jjel J was some rfbmtice away and there wa-t abend in 
the ioad at time spot. U lie started running there lie 


wnnld iilL'm he out of light, I If waited vr*$t calmly and 
spoke u.i Danny D a low voice. 

Yuu'IJ see, we shall fool diem. Juat take a gently! 3 

Danny neighed and n.™ldtd J:.b head. You could reLI 
he understood eve iy thing. 

When he reached the held Nichofa* tooted back 
again. There wna nolaody to he seen by the station or at 
the windows, Just to be on the nfr side he led Danny 
into the field through, the gun; and away among the 
Lrw -‘ When they had waited £oi a white they got out 
thnougJ: a plate where the fence sagged. so that it was 

P ovar, Nicholas got up on Danny's hack to 

star* riding in t-ameft,, 




'Well, iiDty lot’s ride Lo Stockholm/ bo said, 

Danny set off, 

Et -■■aE quite a while before they came to a bigger 
road. 

‘Ht™ ran 1 r«n if 1 :ir:i liiUriy in live right direction ?’ 
Nicholas wondered- I Riwcver, hi: scoi i cants to a sign- 
post V, i lEl STOCKHOLM 45 ECM. On It. 

H is quire □ long way/ Nicholas said. 'Forty-five 
kilonietrcfif-jcan you ivalk that for in a day, Danny?" 

Danny neighyd, It sounded like ’Naay 1 . 

■Can't you?' Nidiufo' adred, 'Surely ;,oll can watk 
ten kikueaures in two hours, because 1 ran, Forty 
five, that would rakr, lot tue Lhink . .. nine houm, 
Then iw would be there by three o'clock. Mu. thit 
would ho. toe e l lu c t l . Could you manage it in two 
diiyf?" 

'Nay-ay-scy/ Danny 'aid again. 

: IJ.it chat is only four and a half hour? i day. WcLL, 
[M'diain ’,\>u aro right, ic is a hit much. I can't lit here 
like this for very long. VW3I have to do it Lo three 
days." 

‘Nay- ay-ay.' Dan fly *,‘id, 

'You are cntTy. Danny, It neatly inslm not take more 
Ilian three days. If Auntie has to tit waiting fin- n; for 
tlwrii: days at th: Cfiltba] -tltJOn lln/tl re SO CTO?' that 
shell explode, You silly little ponyl" 

I Ee pat ted Danny on the neck . 

Then Danny was ofl again. Ho didn't teem to think 
tlieyihoEdd wuxLr time Calking 1 , 

A c Irnfos held nn. R idin it was noL easy. Hu liad no 
saddle arid no stirrups and only a halmr lo srem svEe]j, 
arid he go-t tired very quickly. 

Nicholas fill that ice Eiarf been riding for hours when 
ho reached a largo f;ira>- They had left (ha station 


behind anil tEa-Tc was no danger of their being fol- 
lowed 

'Shall we go in here und ask if we can udephone 
liome Lo h i the i know that ■.vt ciiO uji enu way?' Nlc- 
I ulus said It? Danny. ' E needn’t relE them about you. I’Ll 
just spea k to M jccu i iy ami .■■;iy v. i hi a mysterious voice, 
“Don't !il worried. Nicholas will bo back in a Jew 
Jays.’ 1 ll.cn they will stop woikdering whac has luji- 
j?eni:d. r 

Danny muidrc;, Ifo seemed to agree to most things, 
NichoEas patted him again. 

The Irg farmyard was qui te empty, hut a huge lorry 
:H>m| by a stand for m.ilk-c3iums. Ten huge churns line! 
j I ready I .■ -i- n put on die lorry aril five more wore wau- 
ing to he loaded. "IIjO- door of the daily was open. 
Somebody must he in there. 

Nicholas dismounted. Hr felt very still Imm Hie 
nde. He was onid of sitting isnd one oF his foct Eiad 
gone to sloop. When Ire tried to stand up straight, hh 
knees seemed co sLay benL Hu listened to wEiat was 
goiru! on in die oow-fhed. Them was a for of clanking 
and rattling in the dairy. 

'Perhaps this is not mi ordinary form at all/ Nic- 
holai thought. "You can iwwyr know what kind of 
people. Ifoc here. They may b« gun-smugglfers and safe- 
h lowers ant! other darnrrrcus types. Perhaps they are 
pretending to be farmers 50 that no one will suspect 
them/ 

Ttier- was more raiding from the shed. Were 
tfiey loading novel van und guns? Nicholas dared not 
go in. 

'1 )uii t walin cIm.: aeiglilBurs, 1 he heard a voice say. 

-1 dicy haven't wokeci up other mOmings, why 
should dn:y wake today? 1 ,i vromaji’.i voice replied, 



CouW ihf:n he lady gun- smugglers mo? Nicholas 
wondered 

1 OfjcL't Ik loo sure. It is best to W careful,’ the hrst 

VoLtM Ka.Ll]. 

That rounded mysterious! 

'Hurry up, so 1 can gu. I tlnn’i want to ro tearing 
a king 1 1 * . mul'i so Fast mat E get rhc police a f Lcj me/ 
the n.:i n's voice s;ml, 

NicEuotas decided to 30 and hide with Danny, but at 
ih. 1 1 moment a woman came out with a lar^t ruitk- 
churn on a trolley, 

'Unodness, what a fright you gave ijhl!’ die cv 
claimed wbn she saw Nicholas. J thought you a 
robber, or surnelbiug, standing there! Who nn: you, 
anyway? 3 

‘My name is Nicholas, and I'm Tiding home Lo 
Stockholm on t hi:; |x'my. But l Uni awfully It red. 

’That Js nothing to what he must t;c,’ the man said 
who had tonic out toe. J 3c pointed to Danny and then 
wjdki d over to pat him. Danny sniffed at him (i>m 
tcntcdly, 

'Whoever pave you the idea of riding ah tSie way? 
Very 'illy, 1 think iL is , 3 die woman said, 

‘It is my idea,' raid Nicholas. 'I was going to surprise 
Mummy and Daddy. They don't know (hat 1 am 

riding hdTie r " 

The man laugh™!. 

L I don't think you wiiL manage it,' he said . “The pony 
will get a dad hack, and you will haw blisters all iwf 
be don: you are half-way. Li" I don’t give you 0 lift hi the- 
1 nilk lorry, that is? 

‘Of course you ought 60 go with 1 terry iuMivid,' [lie 
woman went on. 'Mow don’t bo silly!' It is bad for a 
little pony tike this to walk so far with you on lh back. 1 
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'Vif, that's just what I think/ the mail salri, ‘Why do 
ymi have lo EnsLu on riding-? Tltey'U only bo angry 
with you at home. 1 

Nicholas was struck dumb. Ha didn't insist 011 riding 
at ;dl if he and Danny could get 41 lift, hut he hadn't 
had a chain;? to say so. 

'Now you do as f tell you, 3 the woman went on. 
'Vim l| thank me for it when you get home, and your 
Mummy and Daddy will too, 1 should dunk,' 

‘\u doubt about that/ Hanry added. 

Uiank you very much, we would certainly like- a 
Lift,' Nicholas managed (o ray at last. 

L Lull * settled (Jinn. E knew you would come to your 
Sfuses and do the right thing,’ I he woman raid. 'You 
' ah dtr iwiy lo the dairy depot ill ^-l hi id in.' 

'Wi[t WC pass W+Llarhbjden ? That's when; J JW* 
Nicholas said. 

"tV'c can dt.>. [t depends on which mule [ cake. Sjtiir, I 
don't mind if I go out of my way a trie !’ 


Ihe Reunion 


Auntie got off the train with Et^r newly packed tnmic 
and l«fi fivtt empty boxes in the tftmfaftitwno She 
walked past the guard without giving him so much aa a 
glance* and then site called a porter. She held Anna 
tightly by the hand, and dated tint let go uf her for a 
moment, 

AS'ell, here we am/ she sold, 'and everyone cart 
relax. But itie- can't. Vr'c must get lk ti«xl train back to 
look for Nicholas,' 

'Poor Auntie, you mmi t# so tired. Couldn't I go 
hark im niy own to look for Nicholas?' Anita sug- 
gested. 

'That would jwu be a fine thing, wouldn't It I Then 1 
would have lost you too. And I'd get baok homo to 
Mummy and D-addy empty-handed/ Auntie moaned. 

' W hat .shall S do if something happens to Nicholas ?' 

'That isn't very likely. He keeps saying that nothing 
ever happens to him, He would he very pleased if ha 
Tutil a gorilla and some cannibals alter hint/ Anna stud 
reassuringly. 

Auntie had her crunk put in the. IcTidu ggage office 
nwl tSten she found a telephone to ring dm naLion 
where Nicholas had got off. Evidently the inspector 
answered the phone, 

‘J l.nl;|y? Hullo, is chat the inspector?’ Auntie said. 
H Mj nunc » Miss Nihon and I want hhwhs iri H ia sel^lc ja=ii 
aljout our Nicholas who ra left behind ;it your 
siiLiii isl. He got off the train without anyone knowing 
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and somebody must look after him ... what’s chat? 
Describe him? Weil, he has brown eyes, E think. Yes. 
that's right,' 

'Blue/ .said Anna. 

"And in' is nither small . . . yes, that's right. II he ha 
a mark on 2;: ; forehead? No* I don't chink so. Has 
Nicholas a birthmark on his forehead , AnnaF 

L Nt>, but there's one on his har.k/ Anna replied. 

'1 1 n ha s a 1 1 , ark on his hack/ Auntie we nt cnj. J Ym_ 
we ;Uf war”.' 

Atmth: .smmdod i[uifr huptfful- 

'And white sorts ? Yes, why? On all four legs . , 
what do you mean hy Jour? Surely -you mean both, 1 
Amiiie. siimI impatiently, 'Has he four white legs and 
long lad? ftfftJly, now every Iwd y must have gone mad. I 
Have you ever ot^en a liuht hoy with four legs ? Y’rs, ii 
bisy\ What did pm chink we WCTC tftlkrng about?' 

'I .et me CKplain/ Anna cried. 

Rul it was too late. The rnuu at liie eil-forr end had 
slajui i mil the nscirivCT down angrily. 

A ui: lie went to pieces completely. She: leaned 
against the ceEypEinmi and began to cry, Anna, hugged 
her and patted her but she just went on sobbing. She 
brought t\ handkerchief out of her blue bag to wipe her 
eyes, hut as Eoon as she d id, new toanj welled up. 

Dear Little Anna, I don't know if yon realise how 
serious this is/ Auntie sighed. 'Mummy and Daddy 
allowed ntc to lake you to Cupenbagcn, and they 
trusted me. and now I shall have Co ring up a ml tell 
them Chat T have Iwt Nicholas. 1 can't c«FT you how 
desperate 3 fnel, I shall have to inform ihe police and 
have a message broadcast on the radio as 2 did v-Ewn 
you got lost in t?operd iCn;r:n, 3 

'Did it hdp ?' Anna asked. 



"No, it didn't, because you turned up anyhow, but ic 
wOukl liiLvt: l! i i[ii:. Wf. must If in, re i u:> StOiW: m> 

tiiTned- But first «f nl. we must toll Muu rny :mil 
Daddy every Tl i i ng. 1 

This made Anna almost u.i upset as Auutic. To tell 
Ov'crythiijg nOw was the ivor'l thing they ciinlil pO!^ 
sibly do, Dnddv and Mummy would Be wurrirri hEjouL 
Nicholas getting lost and they would Em cross when he 
wit- found and if ;]«sy km-w licit it wi> rkaE bcea-usc of a 
miniature pony . , - 

“Oh Auntie, 1 hcy"l I be so cross,’ she Btc-lained. 
'Don '5 tdJ them anything, I remember what happened 
when I lost niy yreeri gtovwi. Muimm- carried on for 
several days. | u-sr. ittwjri no wh n t she v.i.l I he like stfiw we 
have lost [Etc whole of Nicholas!: Gou Idn't we Try r ng- 
stig the station again? They would probably know 
better, oovv i hey have had time to think. We'll explain 
at once that it is a boy we a re looking for.’ 

Auntie sighed and blew bci nose, 

‘No. we'll have in get the firsL train hank. as E Eald. 
We must go and find ou< when it Ir.-wrffi 

They went together to thr Enquiries desk. The next 
train, they said. would he in one hour and fifty-five 
minutes. Auntie wrung her hands in despair, hut Anna 
comforted bur again, 

"Tfiat Isn't even two hours,' she said. "Daddy U.-n die 
office a net nobody is coming to meet ns, so nobody will 
notice if we go hock to that station,. And we can always 
ring them from there when wr have found Nicholas. 
Oticis wc'yk gat Edict, it wind matter if wu are a little 
late. 1 

Auntie was i ncl tried to agree with Anna. They went 
to the refreshment counter and ordered tea and strong 
coffee and sandwiches. It was a Long rime before lEicir 
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order came, but when i t rl id, Ann tie finished her codTae 
in one gulp. 

T wish I had a pill to calm me down, 1 she said. 

Anna patted Auntie's hand and puL two lumps of 
sugar in liar coffee. 

'Have some more coffee instead, Auntie j that will 
make you feel IwtLnr.' They went on sitting 1 them fora 
Jong time. 

From where Anna w.t< sitting she count sue a nice 
liiLin train in a glasi ease on the main hull of the 
station, But dn* dared not point it out 1o Auntie — 
probably Auntie did not want to chink about trains 
rr’ior*! 1 than she had kn. h was very attractive though. A 
father with (Jin: i* little daughters stood looking at the 
engine. 

'I.ifi me up. DaddyF ont of them said. 

'I want to siei: lou,' the second said. 

‘So do J, 1 die lEiird one went on. ‘What do they havo 
these Eiaby engines for? And why is it in a glass 1 him like 
a goldfish? fs it an unriur-watcr engine?' 

'No, it is a model of a real engine, ff you put money 
in Chat =!ol the tiffin wilE go, 1 else man told them. 

But fn^Etoiild never have done that. 

'Pirane, Daddy, pot the- money in, just once. Wi; 
want to see thu wheels go round the little ghb 
cried. 

'Well, just once, then/ the father mpEre-d, 

Bffi looked through nil hk pockutx and found a iffin 
hiding away somewhere. 

‘Ihe MualErst .girl put the coin in the slot, and The 
wheels of tite train started to go round. The pistons 
moyed and there was a humming noue. 

"Is tEiar the end already ?’ tint girls asked as soon as it 
stopped. 



'Couldn't wf. : ili r : hr oil and Let the Irai n nan on 
the Hoot to sec how fa-si it goes?' the eldest girl 
asked. 

1 S'o , we must go towns now, 3 the man answered. 

1 J twt tmt t more/ the link girl hinged . 

'Just once!' the Lhird one said. 

The father sighed unmiiviiicLnfjly, He was obviously 
prepared to go through the who-le pm furrmincc again. 

Ho foi.iT.i l another c':Osrt. 

'Now : t is my turn lo put iL in/ the middle girl 
said. 

An na sighed. She know exactly wfcnf won- d I iA| >pen 
next. Auntie sat there worrying and looking utterly 
dejected ! i wt is such n pity that dir couldiYt think of 
so ['nothing amusing for a little while, and enjoy heradi. 
The trait, started fjoEnjg again and then stopped. 

Tt was much quicker this time/ the middle gu I said. 
'Just once more. Hie very last go," 

■Yea, just oner nwt^ the very Last go/ the eldest girl 
Said. 

And then the f i M Ic one eh iiytcd ; 

'Yes, just once snore, Jhe very hisi 5*0!' 

'All right ili' - Li.u'L 1I1 is is I Lit tasi time. ' 1 lien we 
nur.ii |go hrumi?,' die father replied. 

'Just as I thought,' Anna said m Eiarsdf. 

Lite man looked through his pockets again, hut tiL:* 
lime lie really didn’t seem to have another coin for the 
machinr. 

'They'Ll arson (nuking ujiiil Ll is lime for our train/ 
Anna thought crossly. 

'Site eau put mine in for me. I was going to do it. 
anyway/ a hoy aud who was standing next to the 
father, He mas* have been thud of waiting coo. Anna 
sighed again. 

raB 


At thru moment Auntie got up with a. muffled 
SCmiirir 

Nicholas! 3 die shouted, so that the boy and Lhr 
father Anti chilrfren all mrned found. 

Then Anna sow thaL chi Imy was her own brother! 
Aurit e and Anna rushed down into the big hah. liy 
scene mitai lr Auntie remembered to jtah her bag, 

'How iliii you gc£hcrc? : she tried, 

The> : « .lLllmvc him a big hug. 

T have t>.e;.n looking for you For a long time,' Nic- 
holas saii I, J-i c ] could n’t find yx>u. I thought you 
hadn’t got here/ 

" I '.I us wli.u hiajipcned/ Auntie said. 

"C'h. nothing much. I got a LEfi in 1 car, and they 
mu* rue all tire way home. Then 1 came by u utter- 
ground So look Fo: vim. I just wen t into the garage fim 
and left something there/ 

"Yu ut luggage/ Auntie nodded. 'How re nubile. 
Did n I y OH go Li p Ism! say hallo to Mil fill I iy'/' 

No, ■ didn’t haya lime. Anyway* 1 thought it is-onld 
hi' better iTiw; ;d] got home together.’ 

A until' Li l urged h im again, 

'OLi, it's too good to iji' tmel’ .die murmured. ‘T am 
lhr woj Id's happiest aunt. Wc- thought vre would never 
m?c you again! 3 

L hey hurried oil fen tin: FeJi luggage office to fetch 
Auntie’s trunk nnd Anna’s suitcase, and then they went 
to the hue of taxis watting, outside the siaLton, Auntie 
w as in such a hu rry now tl Lat it was difficult io keep up 
with her, fn no < i)3.fr ai all they were sitting iu the taxi 
hum l ung along on Stockholm *> familiar old cnbL.lc- 
stones and crae.l«d asphalt, ouf towards iheir suburb. 

I Forgot Hi lake off my shoes 10 see what it is Like In 
walk an Swedish soil again/ Nicholas said. 



Auntie was speechless with joy. Shis sat with an <itjb 
round each o f them, staring straight ahead with a 
smile on her lip*- Every :mv. and then aLic- sighed. 

'Are you going to tell Mummy Daddy about , . ■ 
Nicholas? 3 Anna. asked as t hey got ncurnr home. 

Auntie woke up from her thoughts with a slait, 
looking rather gu ilty. 

'I don’t know,' site replied. T was -ss-smiiiJ-.is E ng about 
[bat rtiyself- 3 

Tei'ii:i] is it- would hr ;i j lily to wy them, sort of . . , 
straight away/ Nicholas suggested. 

'You mean, we should spare their nrrvr>?' Auntie 
advjrl. 

"Well, as vff- found each othtif a^ain* it’s not worth 
mentioning, is it?' 

'No. perhaps you arc right. We'll say noshing to start 

with, and then maybe, tatei on ... leave it to me. 1 

’Ob yes, we 3 31 leave it to yon, Aunt Tina!’ Nicholas 
muJ Anna said together and smiled at each ot her. 


Allis Well 


Lunch was ready when they gor home. Mummy Itad 
cooked a mushroom omelette For Aunt Tina and saus- 
ages a™] chips for Niclsolas and Annaj nnd there was a 
vase of blue flowers by Auntie’s place. 

‘i Low lovely in have, you home again, sail' and 
sound! 1 wens Mummy's first words. 'I have ix'isr; wait- 
ing! ai -d waiting. I thought you would arrive earlier - 
the train must have been delayed, lint never mind, the 
main thing is flint you n re here. Do teD me Fmw it has 
been!" 

'Wonderful, splendid, co-rillc fun/ \nna said. 'So 
e* tiring that we almost died ! ' 

'No, she’s exaggerating/ Nicholas said. Tl was just 
super, The Lies irrne I've had in my life!" 

J V'es, very plea rant indeed/ Auntie agne'd, 

MoiEuir looked at her searcEttngly, StLe seemed to 
understand what Auntie was furling, 

'Now have a gtuxl [unch/ she said, 'and then, you can 
lie down and liavi; a rest, 1 want you to cell me- all 
about i t, Imt there’s no him y.’ 

'I 'ni nnt too t i red to talk/ A untie su’d . 'Of course we 
had our little ups and down% nothing to worry al/suh 
bur still, 1 wosft deny that 1 am pleased to lie back. liut 
1 lvlusl say thar Nicholas atid Anna have been most 
kind ansi helpful all the time. They have been con- 
siderate arid well-behaved and comforted me and 
helped me as well as they could when things got 
difficult.’ 

’V'cs. we realty d id/ Nicholas and Anna agreed. 

: 3 T 



Mother nodded and gave Aunt Tina some salad. 

£ I am sure yrn.j deserve: a rnerbd. Tina,’ she said, Vlhj 
muU to 13 us the r^c-U i i]L=- when we are ;i 1 1 sm-i ul des I 

Ia Daddy coining home to lunch, then?" Nicholas 
asked_ 

Mummy nodded and looked out of the window. 

'Yes* he aakl he wanted to cheek you nil in a: soon as 
[hi-siijhij and makr quire sum that Aunt T lia had siu- 
vivrd. f think 1 can hcnrihectu - iww.‘ 

Nicholas flew up From his chair eo quickly that it 
almost fell backwards. He Sooitcd like Tauran, :-on of 
the apes, whfio aiJLi 1 1] iL-Jiikij; elephants one ap- 
proaching. 

‘Is he: Hurt: already?" lie (declaimed. 7 HO|h:. he 
dyr.sn’r drive so hi ;i thill hi: collides with thing 2 in the 
garage . . . He will look where he is going, I Hope/ 

Anita hod also jumped up. 

•Ortooh, yen! Hr thu.iI n’t drive in to ihc garage with- 
out putting the lights on. IF he dews, FII £0 mad ! 1 

What on earth is the matter with you two ? 1 Mother 
asked, 

‘Nothing,' they reptktl- 

At that meunrnt Daddy nime in, FTn looked round 
and said hallo to them all. He held out his hand to 
Aunt Tina, and srnilod ail over his face, 

'So youVc rJJ jyrvh'fli,’ he ^id. 'T nil nv* eveiything 
about it!' 

Ho looked as if tie had neve i seen a pony in his life, 
Nicholaa and Anna could not take their eyes oil him. 
He sat down quite calmly and helped himself in all the 
chips rhat were left 

"OEi, there's nothing to LclJ,' Aunt Tina said mod- 
es tEy. 'Wo jo:. i wnnt there, and then wo came back 
again . 1 


Tvo, really! You ain’t get us to believe ihatl Wc 
won" t let you off so lightly. We’ve read wu r postaud* 
over and over, so nr do know o little already.' 

Auntie ctsJJeotcd heueif and looked at Nicholas and 
Anna. 

■ Wdt r I hardly remember what 1 have writ ten, 1 she 
Eaid. ‘I may Have mentioned something about losing 
Anna at the Zoo Lhat day whan duty wanted n> we if 
they had won anyth ing in the p'riy-kj(Tcry. t don’t 
understand Ilcjw we became separated. It is a complete 
mystery ir> me, but slic found her way liar.k to ihc 
hotel, oil by herself.? 

'Did she really!" Mummy exclaimed. 

£ Yisi, imd then ihcre was a spot of trouble at the 
hotel. I hc ha!! porter raid that the children were 
stomping on the iloor and playing horses in their room. 
Bui ir wts one oE the maids banging aloui with a 
vacuum-cleaner, I heard it imyseEF, and Anna did too,’ 
Auntie coil tin ued. 

'Really!’ Mnther sard. 

There i r - nothing worse than staying in hotels with 
kids. 1 did warn you." Daddy said, 

Aunt Tina shook her he ad bravely. 

" I "hoy couldn't help dial/ she said. 'But the most 
ridiculous thing was that stupid hotef porter who took 
ir iniii his head to neigh in tin: cbiCflren's wardmbe, 
WI'.lli! a. thing U > get up to, just as we wore about to 
Fen vc too! BuL d;i yr.n.i Hi ink he would admit that Ire 
had rver : foot in the cupboard, oh no . , 

C A neighing porter in the wardrobe/ Mummy said 
i hot i glitfulLv. '1 1 does soum 1 a bit strange , . .’ 

T still don’t k:juw what he was doing in I here," 
Auntie continued. "Weil, then Anna and Nicholas 
chose to empty all the clothe* out of my big trunk 
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before they Fen t it or? to 1 he station. "The man rl kin 1 l 
say that he was to take the clothes too/' those tittle 
sillies raid. Well, that ■. i ! : I j i l matter at all I just took It 
as a joke.' 

'What ridiculous nonsense!’ Daddy exclaimed, 
'ft ml ly, children, how OOuTd yrtu hr: 30 <mpi(17’ 

He managed to look quLle cross for n rntmwnE 
bcfoce Auntie continued, but Mummy said nothing 
3)1 pH. She war limiting ul Nicholas anil Anna vary 
closely, 

"fhen we had sorn trouble with a road guard on H'e 
train who kept waking u- u|i to tel! us ull the passen- 
gers' horri h|r. drr a ms. ' .A m ■' V went on . 

'What d;d they dream about? Was it horses, by any 
chance?’ Mummy asked. 

‘Via, fan you imagined I low did you guess? In rhr 
rad I thought J heard horses myself,' Auntie said. "And 
tin children potteied atomic! half tin? night, having 
thinks and things 10 eat and scratching each other 
behind the e-iirs . . 

"■Surely you could have been tpnst and behaved 
jfljtirrekes |.'Ni[i«i]y as 3 mlrt you to,’ Daddy said, 

Nicholas and Anna were afraid (o answer. They did 
not wan t to get Daddy into a had mood. Muttony was 
beginning to look strange too. 

: Oh, let’s forget ii Auntie cut] aimed i expeel they 
found it difficult ?o deep after everything we had seen 
and heard. Well, now tin: rf isn’t much more to tell, 
Anna, was very upset whin she saw a pony taken off 
the trail l at a station, and 3 bad to comfort her and 
then . , ’ 

AuULlC llKSitiLECll, 

‘And then, that {a all,' she said, 

T wonder/ Mummy said: thoughtfully. '[ am be- 
ta* 



ginning to think there i= wju reUsing Inland ull ibis. T 
ru i ta'giiin i rig I <j hel ievc - ' 

At i n( it\ M ichoLas and An : la all protested . 

'No, IrO, jju,’ Amu tit said. 'Everything wuiiL m> 

well!’ 

Tt's nothing, Mummy, nothing at all L 1 Nicholas and 
Anna both slrouLcd. 

Daddy lunkcrL very dicerfi I. 

'Things could have been worse. 1 have hardly been 
al i!:. l 1 -:j work. 1 have I*m n thinking about yc.ji.l sr.r much 
(his week. 1 imagined the must, terrible things ha ri- 
pening. But hr re you are, safe and sound, We must 
celeb rate t r 

l ie lifted Anna up in the air and punched Nicholas 
playfully, and smiled at Aunt Tina. 

’You UJL! better at coping than 1 thought yon would 
he. Aral hen; at home nothing h:u happened CLtiier, 
Hiscep! that 1 was nearly Late for lunch because 1 came 
across a |sony in thi garage, lie was standing quite 
peacefully in there, drinking water out of the bucket 1 
ns: for cleaning the car.' 

'Oh, did you. Daddy? Was he sweet?' Anna 
shouted. 

'Did you like him?’ NicErotiii asked , 

TJo,. really, now 1 imdrrsmnd. everything!’ Mummy 
exclaimed, 

Nicholas and Anna begun to jump with excitement. 
Nicholas shook Daddy to stop him burn thinking, and 
Anna trird to put her baud hilt Mummy's mouth, 

'Don i say anything. Mummy, please don't say any- 
ihingV 

'Did you like him. Daddy?' Nicholas asked 
ai’j ittusly, 

'Yes, it was certainly dm prettiest pony I have ever 



tccji, + Dai (My repEicd. But I caub understand who 
could have put him in ihm. PcrfwpE somebody from 
I he riding-school i nude a mistake. Pity it’s not ours, id 
that youconhl haves ride.’ 

Mummy put her hands to her Face, 

‘Now you’ve staid iln' ivrUi'ig thing!’ she cried. "You’ll 
regret that.’ 

Bui she couldn't help laughing all the same. Daddy 
didn't wm to understand at all. He looked ar Mum- 
my, and at Nicholas m:.rl Anna who were dancEnsj 
roi.ini. him wildly. They shou ted and whooped *> that 
the bouse seemed to dtake. 

'Would '"■■cm. [ft ll- ride da; pimy if it were ours? Bay 
yet. Daddy, say yes I ’ they slum ted. 

"J advise you La my no, 1 Mummy said m him. 

Bul Daddy stlli did not under-tar:.:!. 

V V h s' nut f 1 I ■ e asked. 'Of COoi rsr. 3 would SeL them. // 
■he pony wen? thelu, tiiit i . But of course lie i.-n'L. 1 

‘Yes, yes, that's Just wha t be is,’ Anna declined with 
an tinp.-tssi™ voice 'He’s, out own Dannyy and von 
said that we could keep him!’ 

'You have promised! 1 Nicholas shouted. 

Daddy resigned himself to fate and decided to 
accept it bravely. 

What potsy is tbni you are talking about?'' Auntie 
atJutd, L Where did you got him Front ? You in. ust tell me 
all about rtl’ 



Stunt .--L'wt 1* 


PONIES PLOT 
C. Aan/mu Ptwkii&M 

'] he V' 1 " r|i i:-. full iifl i aboi i l punia_, written Ihr rhilii 'n- TTlii ii 
completely dsETtctnij a Iwol atxini chrid nto. w/Uicu for ponies. 
E i : i ■. i . 1 1 d Ust child trachin;? Hie pony bf)W it* Jump - is if it didn’i 
to™ iL is Ihr pmy who; toadies (lie duSd Jttrw In ride, 

Fmm n pwiy 1 ! poillL uf 'I'k'.v, All riding seh(v>lf have JlLC Ewnvc 
ihing WfOitg. wilh them: limy an: tiir children who Mll't fide, Aj 
LO ftij us a dutd brtnrrvrv. b r- r :i >;■ I . she VSsnislitv and Lun a puny cl' her 
own, r.nci her pEnec i* ukcrj by iiijUlicT. The ncuiunnierf we renrvi ft 
In scTC-ttl) when iLi jXniy walks and a- likely to fall off tstaaou ,u k 
cmics I a ball. ‘Here ivc. ro an.iin/ ihr ponka gruuibtu, ruid wha 
ttan blatnu Itir.mf' 

HORSE IN THE HOUSi; 

(IVfJ'fjriiCL.rWrt 

Melanie U'ebb was one nil those gsrEwha ran't live without a hone, 
and Lhi usit she had wn a winner, a whrleppjominOfiKllLIOLi called 
Orbit JrEo whs net-erfi-.tr of tier Ihotr.ylllH, Inwl ho waited all day Jar 
the mnrr.enl she C-^ie bottle from ScLotrL to tidi; him. 

Tln’.n Mom and Pup wtiitiifi to San Pm nr-tirn^ ffivirp Melanie & 
tli;'u ill to p-j L Lilt cherished plan into srr.lirin - her scar rt wish 10 
brill .' { J.'hit iri'idr the hoyse, Cbw nijtfiC Melanie ivOflt OuL lo the 
Liam tn say gotpjlr.iglit to Of bit, [hit he wx: ijane and the vn- 
occupkd stable was intolerably sJe r r:ilate and empty, Mfl^jiie felt 
."'fkn-. Like a tup tain with, n a ship. Yet somewhere Orbit CKaLird, 
t:fid HSfnewtiErE she ','. us s-.ire, fccited in lWL‘ head W-Si uutnc JiLtle 
mem my, a shred rfa clue to tltt: [Elk El 



ITj'ttu have ( jijdjTrl dir wmld Hie:: 

tolnnw :i.lir-ui offiera wMdi wt pubM, why 
I»< ?'y i ' UlC Puffin CJub l' You will 1 receive 
l1:c tJuli j.ui^iixisic, i^Viir JViri. four Luii-.s u 
yi:ar Mir! a simflit bn^rff and rotmlje nhip 
boot, V i'n will alio be abbs ic tfticf alJ il ;- 
CObLjjaEitinCii. i’Vjr cictaffi, send a stamped 
Br3dF«3Kri envelope 1o; 

"fir £■';£'.« Ci'ni Dfpi A 
feng/an jS'u-cJj Ijmficd 
Haiti JW 
/forrtlUHtfjcrtoiA 
Jlditldlssai 


